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What an issue now awaits your perusal ! ! ! It’s a great one - a real WOW 
issue ! ! ! ! And it offers something for everyone, whether your a Colonial 
specialist, a half cent buff, or a large cent nut! 

Start off by reading Doug Winter’s study on "The North American Token", 
Warren Farr tells about cherrypicking on a budget. Herb Silberman has pro- 
duced a picture of a plaque commemorating the Morristown Mint - so Walter 
Breen, after your comments about such a memorial in the last issue of P-W, 
you should be able to sleep easier from now on I ! 

Bill Smith reports in this issue on the 1977 Ecirly Date census. Denis 
Loring gives the answers to his early cent quiz which appeared in the May issue 
of P-W. I’m surprised though that only five EACers saw fit to participate. 

With a quiz as interesting as that was, I thought Denis would be swamped with 
replies. 

For the half centers, Mark Borckardt has come up with a similar quiz. 

I'll bet the half centers don’t let Mark down, however - they’re a lively bunch! 

John Wright is back with his revision of the 1831 cents, and Milt Pfeffer's 
continuing addendum on the half cent catalogue sales is also here. 

There are a few comments included herewith on the recently-ended ANA 
convention in Atlanta. We had hoped that there would be some running 
commentary from our roving scribes, John Wright and Denis Loring, but may- 
be they are saving their reports for the next issue. 

Several regional meetings on the east coast are announced in this issue. 

If you live in the area, we hope you'll attend. I’m sure that you’d have an en- 
joyable time and would meet a lot of other members, all with a similar interest. 

Best of all, we have had to hold over several interesting articles which will 
be included in our next issue. It’s the first time in a long time that we have 
gone to press with one issue, knowing that we had some reserve articles for 
the next one. Keep your letters and articles coming, however. You fellows are 
the ones who make P-W the outstanding publication that it is. Denis Loring has 
given us promise of another interesting report also - Mike Griffiths, don’t let 
Denis down! 

Here’s hoping that each and everyone of you had a wonderful summer! Now 
get back to work! Off to the salt mines! With coppers, no less? 

Regards from the Staff at PENNY-WISE 

and from the Editor, Warren A. Lapp, M.D. 
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THE NORTH AMERICAN TOKEN: A STUDY 


Douglas A. Winter 

Although it is collected by three segments of the numismatic world, the 
North American tokan has remained an enigmatic and unappreciated issue. 
Collectors can find the North American token listed in Canadian references 
such as Breton (p. 1013), LeRoux (p. 63) and Courteau (pp. 1 ~2), as well as 
among bona fide Colonial issues described in U.S , publications such as those 
by Vlack, Durst, and the RED BOOK. However, none of these books has any- 
thing of real value to offer about the North American token other than that 
which was first published by Breton in 1894 when he wrote his opus on the coins, 
medals, and tokens of Canada. Breton had this to say on the token: 'This piece 
is claimed by one American numismatist as pertaining to the United States. 

It was, up to recent times, found plentifully in circulation, in fair condition . 
This would indicate a more recent date of issue than on the coin . " (1) Breton, 

in referring to "one American numismatist", may have been singling out Dr. 
Dickeson for his comments in THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC MANUAL, 
p. 143. 

Breton, in his book, classified the North American token under the heading 
of "Anonymous and Miscellaneous Tokens", a classification which has dogged 
the credibility of the piece to this day. He assigned it a Rarity-1 rating on his 
scale of rarity, the second most common rating in his scale. 

Herewith is a description of the North American token: 

OBVERSE: Seated figure of Hibernia, facing left; with a harp on the right; 

antedated "1 781 " beneath . 

REVERSE: Two- mas ted ship, sailing to the left, with a Union Jack flag flying 
at the stem; the word "Commerce" above. 

The North American token is found in copper and brass , with the latter 
being a great deal more scarce . It has a plain edge, and it measures Size 
17 - this is approximately 27 mm . The token always is found weakly struck, due 
to the apparent intentional wearing-dov/n of the dies - specifically, it shows 
general abuse and filing marks in tine fields. By appearing worn, even when 
issued, it would thus gain more ready acceptance in Canada and the United 
States. This token is fairly common in VF or below, scarce in EF, and de- 
cidedly rare in anything approaching Mint State. The weight is approximately 
1 1 6-1 1 7 grains , proving that the North American token conformed to the 
Birmingham standard of 60 pieces to the pound. A great majority of coppers 
which eventually received circulation in Canada and the United States were 
coined at this standard . (2) 

After a fairly comprehensive search of a number of specimens, I could find 
no different die varieties. Walter Breen says: "I never saw any from different 
dies." (3) The devices on the North American token closely resemble those on 
such tokens as Davis Dublin-57, the "1 804" Pawnbrokers Office Halfpenny; the 
Davis Dublin-59, the 1 813 Neville and Co, Halfpenny; eind Davis Dublin-70, the 


- 209 - 


"For the Convenience of Trade" Halfpenny, dated "1804"; all by Mossop of 
Dublin, Ireland. Therefore, I attribute the dies to him. (More about Mossop, 
later in this paper. 

Due to an acute shortage of small denomination coins at the time, both in 
Canada and the United States, the North American token definitely found a 
home there. Canada, in particular, was starved for tokens which could pass as 
halfpennies. McLachlcin, in his history of Ccinadian monies, wrote; 'M/hen the 
old British coppers, through depletion and because of the increase in population 
(in Ccinada) became altogether insufficient for the needs of the people, resort 
was held to the issuance of tokens . " (4) 

Another culprit of the coin shortage in the early 19th century was the in- 
flated price of copper. This caused the London Mint virtually to cease minting 
copper coins during this period. Token coinage resumed in England in 1811 and 
in Ireland in 1812. Because of this shortage of coins, the North American token 
became well-circulated, both in Ccinada and in the United States. 

As previously stated, very little information on the North American token 
has been published in the past, and many questions have been raised. I have 
tried to resolve some of these unanswered questions and to offer my own 
theories regarding them. Many of the reference books which list the North 
American token state that the piece was struck much later them its 1 781 date 
would indicate. I feel that the North American token was struck in Dublin, 
Ireland sometime between 1815 and 1820, probably closer to 1820. My reasons 
for such speculation are as follows; 

1 . Dissimilarity of the obverse to that of the Camac, Kyan, and Camac tokens, 
dated 1792-1796. 

It is interesting to use the Camac, Kyan, and Camac tokens as a basis of 
comparison with the North American token. The Camac, Kyan, and Camac 
tokens were issued in very large quaintities, aind there are seemingly endless 
numbers of varieties known. Dalton and Hamer’s book, the bible of 18th century 
British tokens, gives many pages to their listing. Their obverse, I feel, 
served as an inspiration to Mossop when he set about producing the North 
American token. However, one has only to compare the two tokens to see a 
significant difference. The basic rendition of Hibernia was noticeably changed 
by Mossop, as was the harp style. The Camac, Kyan, and Camac Tokens pro- 
bably served as the original prototype for the design of the North American token 
and for other British tokens issued around 1815-1820 which were intended for 
circulation in Canada and the United States. 

2. Similarity of the denticle style to other Irish tokens issued 1815-1820. 

Irish tokens of the 1 81 5-1 820 period exhibit an interesting style of denticu- 
lation, which is distinctive to these issues. The denticles are rather large and 
arejusually shaped like squares or diamonds. For example, the tokens by 
Parkes, one of Mossop *s leading contemporaries, exhibit large square denticles. 
On the North American token, the denticles usually are not well -struck; but in 
the areas where they are fairly clear, they show some similarity to Parkes’ 
style and that of Halliday, the other leading Dublin token die-cutter of the day. 
Yet, the denticles on the North American token maintain their own distinctive 
style. 
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3. Similarity to other tokens of the period. 

It is also interesting to compare the North AmeriCcin token with other con- 
temporary issues . Its obverse is very similar to that of Breton-894 (Courteau- 
3), an 1820 Canadian non-local token manufactured by unknown sources. Al- 
though the Breton-894 is far better executed, the similarity between the two 
styles in depicting Hibernia are quite similar, and eire consistent with the typical 
rendition of this allegorical figure by Dublin’s die-cutters during the 1815-1820 
period. The harp style on the L^oux-211 , dated 1815, is very similar to that 
on the North American token. It was around 1815 that Hibernia’s harp became 
more stylized. The reverse on the Ships, Colonies, & Commerce tokens, 
issued from 1814 until 1820, serves ais einother interesting basis for comparison. 
Of special interest are the Breton-997, 1001 , and 1003-1005 which have the same 
basic type of ship design as on the North AmeriCcun token, but with some notice- 
able differences. McLachleun classified the Nortii American token alongside 
these tokens. It is also interesting to note that the ship design was very populau^ 
on Irish tokens of the 1815-1820 period. 

4. Similarity to the tokens of Parkes and Halliday. 

As previously discussed, the North American token is very similar to 
tokens produced by Parkes and Halliday, two of the leading token die-cutters 
of Dublin, circa 1815-1820. Mossop was influenced by both of these craftsmen, 
and their influence is evident in his work. Because of this, it is possible to 
place the date of manufacture of the North American token around this period. 

I feel that the specific date of issue was in either 1818 or 1819. My reasons for 
this are as follows; Due to the extreme shortage of copper coins at the time, 
token coinage in Ireland (in quaintity) resumed in 1812. By an Act of Peirliament, 
they were made illegal in 1817, but the Irish were lax in enforcing this until 
1819 or thereabouts. Mossop became primeirily a metal eind seal die engraver 
in 1820, and none of the tokens positively attributed to him are dated after 1819 
(Davis Dublin-72 is dated 1 81 9) . So it is probable that the date of issue of the 
North American token was around 1818-1819. 

5. Device aind letter punch linkage to confirmed products of Mossop. 

Only a handful of tokens can be attributed positively to Mossop. Amongst 
them are Davis Dublin-57, 59, and 70. I have been able to establish letter 
punch linkage with the 57 and 59 and the North American token. This establishes, 
in my mind, conclusive proof that Mossop was responsible for cutting the dies 
used to produce the North American token. Devise-punch linkage cannot be 
established, because the device punches which Mossop used for the North 
Americein token were used solely for this token . 

E3<cluding Mexico, of course, the North American token was not the only 
speculative token intended for use in North America which was backdated. For 
example, the ’’Unity States” token was dated 1783, but it was struck some 
twenty-five years later. Backdating simply made the tokens, which were in- 
tentionally struck so as to appear worn, more accepteible since they already 
seemed to have been heavily circulated . Their ready acceptance proved that 
they were considered ’’good copper” . It is impossible to state definitely why 
Mossop chose 1781 for the date. Perhaps he meant to commemorate the surren- 
der of the British Army by General Cornwallis to the ’’rebel forces” in that year. 
Such a relationship would have helped to insure acceptaince of the token in the 
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United States, as well as in the pro-American regions of lower Ceunada. How- 
ever, this is only speculation. 

Another facet of the story behind the North American token which heis raised 
some questions is just who was Mossop? The firm of "Mossops” first received 
consideration as the die-cutters of the North American token in •'J.F.J.'s*' 
article appearing as part of the June, 1937 issue of THE NUMISMATIST. The 
Mossops were William S. Mossop, Sr. aind William S. Mossop, Jr., a father 
and son, both of whom were outstanding jewellers, engravers, and die-cutters. 
William Sr. died in 1810, so it can be assumed that it was the son who was 
responsible for the North American token dies. 

William, Jr. was born in Dublin in 1788, and he died there in 1827. He was 
widely known for the fine medals which he created, especially a series of forty, 
commemorating distinguished Irishmen . Unfortunately, only a few of these 
superb medals were executed beyond the design stage. He was most active 
from 1810 to 1825. He prepared many seal and medal dies for orgsinizations and 
societies in both Ireland and England. He also served as the first secretary of 
the Royal Hibernian Academy until his untimely death. William Mossop, Jr. is 
now a forgotten name, but he once was regarded as one of the foremost jewellers 
and die cutters in Great Britain. 

There is one more item of interest concerning the Mossops. William S. 
Mossop, Sr. is a familiar name to collectors of British pattern coinage, inas- 
much as he is credited as the producer of a magnificent pattern penny for George 
1 1 1 in 1789. This silver pattern weighed 392 grains, and only six were struck 
before the reverse die broke. Two were presented to the King. The piece is 
illustrated in Phillip Nelson’s 1 905 work, titled THE COINAGE OF IRELAND 
IN COPPER, TIN, AND PEWTER 1460-1826. 

Hopefully, my research has answered unresolved questions which the story 
of the North American token previously has raised. Here we see the classic case 
of a numismatic issue which has become forgotten and unappreciated because of 
a general sense of ignorance and because it was not listed in a widely used re- 
ference book (in this instance, Crosby's). 

But the North American token is listed in the RED BOOK, and this has 
helped slightly to increase its popularity. To this day, the true rarity of the 
North American token is greatly under-estimated in the high grades . Demand by 
three groups of collectors - Canadians, British, and Americans - as well as a 
great deal of historical significance - will serve to push up its value, slowly but 
surely. The North American token is but one of the many fascinating but unsung 
items of numismatics which have an interesting story connected with it if only 
some one will take the time to listen . 

FOOTNOTES 

1 . Pierre Napoleon Breton, ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF COINS AND TOKENS 

RELATING TO CANADA, Montreal, Canada, 1894, p. 106. 

2. Personal letter to the autlnor from Walter Breen, July 1 2, 1977. 

3 . Same as 2 . 

4. R. W. McLachlan, THE MONEY OF CANADA FROM THE HISTORICAL 

VIEWPOINT, Lawrence, Mass., 1974, p. 57. 

5. Arthur J. Went, "Irish Die Cutter Mossop", WORLD COINS, Vol. 120, 

November, 1975, pp. 160-1. 
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EAC REGIONAL MEETING - OCTOBER 15 

WHO: Any EAC member - family too! 

WHAT: EAC Get-together 

WHERE: Chuck Heck's home at Deer Park, Long Island, N.Y. 

WHEN: Saturday, October 15, 1977 

An open house all afternoon and evening! Get here when you can, 
but at 3;30 P.M. I start barbecuing - yes, even in October! So 
get here! 

WHAT TO BRING: An appetite, coppers, ideeis, coppers, questions, 

coppers, etc. 

AGENDA; After some food, we might try coin pressing, grading seminar, 
a slide show, you name it! 

WHAT YOU MUST DO: Please write me. Chuck Heck, at Box 524, 

Amityville, New York, 11701 . I'll send you detailed directions for 
getting here. 
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MORE ABOUT THE MORRISTOWN MINT 


Herbert A. Silberman 


The myth goes on! 

The plaque shown in the photograph, herewith, stands in front of what was 
once Wheatsheaf Inn but is now a housing development. The plaque repeats 
the local historians’ opinion that Mould minted the Jersey coppers by melting 
the ore in his fireplace and pouring it into wooden molds. 

On file in the Morristown Museum are letters from a young woman who 
once lived in the Symmes’ house. They tell of how her father mined silver 
ore just 500 feet from the house and how he made silver buckles for her shoes 
in his fireplace. 

I do not know of any cast Jersey cents, nor can you really melt copper in 
a regular fireplace. 

The site of the old mine was about 500 feet south and eeist of where the 
marker now stands, and the Mould mint was about 75 feet south and west. The 
stonewall which is visible just back of the marker is all that is left of the 
Wheatsheaf Farm where Mould once lived. 
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ANSWERS TO THE MAY, 1977 PENNY QUIZ 


Denis W. Loring 

A rousing total of five people responded to the Penny Quiz which appeared 
in the May issue of P-W, pp. 133-34. The winning scores: 

NOVICE: Frank Wilkinson - 80 points. Frank is the top prize 

winner, based on bonus points . 

ADVANCED: John D. Wright - 94 points. 

Honorable mention goes to Darwin Palmer, Bruce Harris, 
and Stephen Kahler . 

Here are the answers . Partial credit was awarded whenever I could find 
an excuse to do so. 

1 793 The "heavy break" is actually a planchet defect. 

1 794 Reverses W and FF 

1 795 Rare (but more common than you might think) 

1 796 S-110, NC6 

1 797 E of ONE directly over T of CENT 

1798 S-161 andS-180 

1799 Yes , it is unusual . S— 1 88 is usually seen on dark, rough Coltman 

flans . 

1800 S-210, NC2, S-203, S-197 

1 801 There is a berry opposite the center of E in ONE 

1802 Any of S-227, 234, 238, 240, 241 . Least rare without is S-241 . 

1 803 Yes. The following specimens exist: 263 perfect reverse; 

264 crack through O only; 263 cracks through O and second T ; 

264 all cracks heavier. Darwin Palmer is the researcher 
responsible for the conclusive proof . 

1804 266b-266c; 266a-266c. 

1 805 Common, usually well-struck with clean, hard planchets . 

1 806 None. I made it up myself (boo, hiss) . 

1807 276, 273, 271 , 275, 274, 272. 

1808 No. Obverses 2 and 3 are interchanged. 

1809 No . The reverse is almost always stronger than the obverse. 

1810 Coarse denticles . 

1 81 1 S-286 shares a reverse with an 1 81 2. 
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1812 Small dates: the figure punches correspond to 1808-11; the large 

date punches correspond to 1813-14. 

1813 No. It*s the same dies as S -292. 

1814 Slack. 


Bonus 1 63, 19 , 52 , 66, 39, 33 , 37, 18a. Actually, "63" was a type for 

#53". Wilkinson picked it up - good thinking! 

Bonus 2 S-164; it has the same reeded edge as S-144-147, 149-151 , 

154-156. 


Bonus 3 1800 NC6; S-124. 


Bonus 4 


a. S-5 MS 70 ex Atwater 

b. S-18b MS65 ex Johns Hopkins 

c. S-216 MS70 ex Essex Institute (the Dupont 215 is only 

60+) 

d. S-287 MS70 ex Beckwith 


The easiest questions were 1796 and 1813 (all five got these); hardest 
were 1808 and 1810 (one correct einswer) and 1794, 1795, 1798 (one 
completely correct answer each, with same partial credit). 


No bonus question was answered completely correctly, but only bonus 2 
escaped everybody. 


To the five who responded - thanks, and well done! And now - who will 
make up a late date quiz? 


As promised by the Editor, each of the five will soon be receiving some 
flannel-lined coin envelopes from P-W, through the courtesy of Jon Hanson who 
donated a large supply to P-W for such purposes. 

REGIONAL EAC MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT - 
MID-ATLANTIC REGION 

All EAC members are cordially invited to attend a Mid-Atlantic EAC 
regional meeting to be held on Sunday, October 16, 1977 at 1 P.M. at the 
home of EAC member, Jules Reiver. 

The agenda includes Whist matches on the half cents of 1 794 and the large 
cents of 1 800 . 

In order to provide some estimate of the turn-out, Jules Reiver requests 
that persons intending to be present RSVP to him at 

1802 Forrest Road, Wilmington, Delaware, 19810. 
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WANNA SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT? 


On the questionnaire contained in P-W last fall which many EAOers filled 
out and returned to the Editor, a number of members suggested that P-W run, 
from time to time, a brief biography of some of the EAO members who are 
prominent in numismatics. P-W has published some such write-upts in past 
issues, and now hopes to continue the feature in the future. 

It is the Editor's opinion that biographies of the members ought to be on 
file in the club's archives. After all, each and every one of us, in some way 
or another, has made his own personal imprint and contribution to the club - 
some more than others, to be sure - but each deserves this type of recognition. 
EAC is made up of all sorts of people; retirees, business executives, mailmen, 
heating engineers, farmers, coin dealers, salesmen, teachers, students, 
electronic engineers, doctors, lawyers, public relation experts, stock brokers, 
insurance underwriters, firemen, housewives, military personnel, etc. - you 
name it, EAC has at least one - and I'm sure that every one of us has some 
particular details or incident in which he has participated during his lifetime 
which would be of interest to other members of the club . 

Such incidents need not be numismatically-related, although when so, they 
are even more of interest. Maybe it's the way you got started in coin collecting, 
maybe it’s related to some research you've done, maybe it has to do with your 
type of work, or some famous person with whom you've associated - there are 
all sorts of possibilities. 

Hence, this is cin appeal to all members to furnish the Editor with a brief 
write-up or curriculum vitae on yourself, and we'll try to include the essential 
details in future issues of P-W. How about it? - can I count on you to help me 
in this respect? I think that the idea is an interesting one and could be a lot of 
fun and information for all concerned. 

So, with that for an introduction, we shall proceed to our first such bio- 
graphy which has been graciously furnished me by a well-known and prominent 
numismatist in the field of large cents. Ray Williamson has been an active 
EACer, writing the Editor on numerous occasions, contributing material for 
P-W, calling attention to particular items or sales, eind supplying me with many 
ideas and subjects. Here is Ray's biography: 

PROFILE 

Raymond H. Williamson was born at Eagle Grove, Iowa in 1907 and lived 
there through high school in 1924. He operated his own licensed amateur radio 
station 1921-26, and was licensed to operate commercial radio stations 1926- 
28. He received his BS and MS degrees in electrical engineering from Iowa 
State University (1928) and Union College at Schenectady, NY (1935). 

He married Hazel Letts of Scotia, NY in 1930. They have no children. 

He is a member of the Presbyterian Church, a Mason, Delta Upsilon social 
fraternity, and Cakwood Country Club. He was a Scoutmaster 1929-44, and 
in 1958 provided a home-away-from-home for an American Field Service 
student from The Netherlands. 
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Mr. Williamson worked for the General Electric Company as an electronics 
engineer and engineering manager at Schenectady and Syracuse, NY 1928- 
1958, and until retirement in 1972 at Lynchburg, Virginia. He is a Fellow 
(1951) of the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers, and is a licensed 
Professional Engineer in the state of New York (1 954). He spent two years 
(1936, 1939) in the Panama Canal Zone on field installation work under tropical 
conditions, and a year in Italy (1950) on the implementation of electronics 
"know-how" contracts. 

Present activities include City Council appointment to the Lynchburg 
Museum System Board of which he is treasurer; a third three— year term as 
secretary of the Electoral Board for the city; a 25-year member of the Lions 
Club (President 1958), Liverpool, NY); and membership in Virginia Historical 
Society, Virginia Genealogical Society, Lynchburg Historical Foundation, and 
the Republican City Committee 1963 to date. 

Although Mr. Williamson has collected scarce and interesting coins as a 
hobby since 1917, his present interests in this field are concerned mainly with 
the background history of coins, medals, and series of coins - such as the old 
U.S. large copper cents, 1793—1857. He was a 1949 organizer cund is a charter 
member of the Empire State Numismatic Association, and has been active in 
coin clubs at Albany and Syracuse, N.Y. and the Virginia Numismatic Association. 

He joined the American Numismatic Association in 1943 (No. 9482), and 
the American Numismatic Society of New York City in 1949. In the latter 
scholarly organization, he was a member of the Committee on United States 
Coins 1951-76. He was honored by the award of ANS Fellow grade in 1957. 

Mr. Williamson maintains a comprehensive numismatic library in his home 
and a collection in the bank vault. His several major articles in THE 
NUMISMATIST are mostly related to the collecting of U.S. large copper cents, 
several of which have been chosen for reprinting. He first broke into print by 
anonymously conducting "The Cent Collectors Forum" in THE NUMISMATIST 
1 949-50 . 

He has several long-term numismatic projects underway which may result 
in publication. These include "A Library for Large Cent Collectors", 

"Britain's Matthew Boulton and the U.S. Mint", "France's Jean-Pierre Droz 
and the U.S. Mint", "France's Nicolas Thonnelier and the U.S. Mint", "The 
Great Seal of the Confederacy", "The Smithson Gold", "The Mickley Medals", 
and "The Small Notes of Lynchburg, Virginia, 1862". 

Mr. Williamson enjoys memberships in Early American Coppers, The 
Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Token and Medal Society, and Society of Paper 
Money Collectors . He was a member of President L . B . Johnson's Assay 
Commission which met at the Philadelphia Mint Feb. 14, 1968, and is proud to 
be a member of the Old Time Assay Commissioners Society. 

The Editor wishes to express his and EAC's thanks to Mr. Williamson for 
sharing his biography with EAC's members and P-W. 

The next issue will contain a very interesting and fantastic profile on 
Walter Breen . Who will be next? 
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EARLY DATE CENT HUNTING ON A LIMITED BUDGET 


Warren Farr 

On July 29, 30, 31 , 1977, the Western Kentucky Coin Club sponsored its 
annual coin show in Paducah, KY, with thirty-some dealers in attendance. As 
a young collector (age 28) with a young income, I depend heavily on the luck of 
the chase for any rarities which might come my way. So I had high hopes for 
the weekend - and a little less than sixty dollars in my wallet. 

The hour or so which I had free on Friday, July 29, was spent in arranging 
the exhibit area (I was the Exhibit Chiairman) and in making one quick run 
around the bourse floor while the dealers were setting up. The next morning I 
was on hand bright and early. As far as I knew, I had the field all to myself . 

I overheard one dealer saying that someone was going around with a copy of 
PENNY WHIMSY, but if there was anybody, I never saw him. Perhaps the 
dealer was referring to me. 

My first purchase was an attributed 1800 over 1799, S-192, an evenly worn 
coin without any problems, maybe a G5 - $17.50 gone, just like that! After 
this quick start, there was a lull during which I looked at several coins but 
couldn't get excited enough about any of them to buy. 

Later, as I asked a dealer to serve as an exhibit judge, an unattributed , 
corroded 1803 became mine for a few dollars. It turned out to be a S-263. 

In a junk box belonging to another exhibit judge (wonderful, those junk boxes), 

I found an undated Draped Bust cent with only the first two digits of the date 
(17 — ) showing. I made an offer of $4. which was accepted, and I spent an en- 
joyable hour in attributing the piece as S-140 of 1797. 

The S-140 wrapped up my buying for the day. I collected the judging ballots 
for the exhibits and had Everett Allen, the Show Chairman, check my addition. 
The winners were announced, and I presented the trophies. 

On Sunday, July 31 , I didn't get back until mid-afternoon for my final swing. 
The show wouldn't close officially until 5 P.M. , but many dealers had already 
left and others were packing up. I eventually found myself leafing through a book 
which contained perhaps a dozen worn or damaged early date cents. 

There wasn't time to attribute them, so I picked out a 1798 and 1800 which 
weren't in too bad shape and offered to buy then unattributed. The crumbling 
on the bottom of the last cipher of the 1800 date had attracted my eye. If 
nothing else, it would give me something to do after the show. I offered $1 5. 
for the two coins, the dealer wanted $20. , so we split the difference. When I 
got home, I was in for a pleasant surprise. The 1800 cent was the hard-to-find 
Stemless Leaves variety S-201 , cleaned on the obverse - maybe a 2-coin 
overall. The 1798 cent was a rough but easily attributable S-181 . 

It was an enjoyable and provitable weekend, all things considered - five early 
date cents, none more common than R3 in PEINNY WHIMSY - and a $10. bill 
and several singles still left in my wallet. Maybe it's still true - you don't have 
to be rich to satisfy the cent itch! 
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CENTS OF 1831 


John D. Wright 

Cents of 1831 offer confusion, variety, and a challenge to the variety 
collector. The 3,359,260 cents reported for this year may include a few 
1 830 's, but definitely do not include all of the cents dated 1 831 . These break 
rather easily into two classes - those likely struck in 1 831 , and those struck 
in later years concurrently with cents dated 1 832, 1 833, 1 834, and 1 835, 

Seven obverses are found paired with nine reverses to provide thirteen 
varieties of the two types of this year - three types if you count the small 
legend, large denomination as a separate type (which in all legality it is) . 

All of the five small-letter reverses of 1 831 are die-linked to other years. In 
fact, the cents of 1 831 are die-linked to all years from 1 830 thru 1 835 - with 
the common die invariably being a small-letter one. 

Die-chaining makes thus a trivial year on the surface, and careful study of 
die-states confirms the initial hypothesis . All cents likely produced in 1 831 
follow a single, simple chain (9 varieties), beginning with the 1 830 small- 
letter reverse and proceeding thru all large-letter reverses, ending with N-1 
(Cent 9), The other small-letter varieties, as the following discussion will 
show, were struck in 1 833 and in 1 835. 

Cent 10 (N-5) shares its reverse with 1 832 N1 , which was struck well be- 
fore this 1 831 . Cent 1 1 (N-4, same obverse) was struck after Cent 1 0, shares 
its reverse with 1833 N-4, 1 , eind was struck between these two 1833’s. So 
much for the 1 833- vintage 1 831 *s . 

Cent 1 2 (N-3) shares its reverse with 1834 N-5 and 1 835 N-1 ,5. It was 
' struck before any of these - possibly in 1 831 , but more likely around the time 
of its die-mates . Cent 13 (N-2, same obverse) was struck after this, and 
shares its reverse with 1 835 N-1 8,12,13. It has a style of dentilation 
(narrow, long dentils) that was not introduced tritil 1 834. It was struck after 
1835 N-18,12, and before 1835 N-13. 

One cent of this year (Andrews-1 3) is a ghost that may yet give rise to 
another 1 831 variety or, more likely, another 1834 variety. Described by 
Frank Andrews in 1 883 as "Sixth star right, large 8 in date", this exactly fits 
the obverse of 1 834 N-3, 4, and doesn't come even close to anything else. 
However, the reverse, as "Reverse B; NR, PR, PR, NR, small letters" 
fits only the reverse of 1831 N-2 and 1 835 N-1 2,13,18 (same die all). At 
any rate, nobody has ever seen such a beast. Andrews’ description could be 
either a complete mixup, a mule of 1 834 N-3, 4 obverse (coin altered to 1831) 
and 1 835 N-1 2, 1 3, 1 8 reverse (■ — since unseen), or a validly-reported , since- 
unseen 1 831 variety. My feelings run strongly towards the first, weakly 
toward the second, and I tend to consider the third as only the barest possi- 
bility. 
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For one-a-year collectors, 1831 is easy, even in Mint State (with a 
couple hundred such known). The date-and-type collector will find no challenge 
here even if he insists on choice cents - MS examples of the small-letter type 
are as easy as the large-letter ones . A variety collector will find enough of a 
challenge in Cent 8 (N-14, upper R5), or even in Ca^ts 10,11 (N-5,4) if he 
insists on VF or better coins. The Proof collector always has a rough road 
with large cents, but 1831 is one of the easier years. Over 20 Proof examples 
have been confirmed of five 1831 cent varieties, far the least rare of these 
being Cent 12. Likely the proofs of this 1 831 -dated '*1835" variety are vintage 
1831 . 

Cent 1 Crack thru Stars & Base of Date N-11 (11-1) 


SL, Li 4:: PLD NR, PLC C- 

Obverse 1 : Stars 3 and 13 point between dentils and stars 2,7, and 12 nearly 

do. Sixth star is right of coronet tip. Dentilation has counterclockwise- 
turned tips with a faint inner circle at dentil tips K7-K1 2. Lowest points 
of star 1 are well below the bust tip. Date is rather widely spaced with 
18 a touch more apart. Long, heavy peaks on both 1 's. LIBERTY has L 
low, IB touching at base, BE recut inside, ER touching at base, RT well 
separated, with feet of T far below R and resting on hair. Die is notice- 
ably rusted, most obs/ious at LIBERTY and around date and stars. Small 
bold center dot before ear - the only 1 831 obverse thus . 

Reverse A: Same as Cent 11 of 1830. Key leaves point NR, PC, PC, C-. 

The reverse legend letters are small, most obvious by the isolation of 
the letters in STATES. I of UNITED is dotted by a dentil. Top of T3 is 
higher than A-E. RI are higher than AME-CA. Denomination letters are 
large. N of CENT has broken right upright. Small center dot fades away. 

S. 

Striking variations: Always found with a crack from center of first 1 encircl- 

ing inner points of stars, though this crack is quite faint on a few of the 
earliest ones. Other faint cracks are seen thru tops 831 and occasionally 
bases 183. Reverse is lightly cracked thru tops of UNITE, another thru 
tops ATES OF A, later develops rimbreak joining tops of TEX to rim, 
finally with tops of N in ONE rusted together, the rimbreak filling in the 
top loop of S2, and a light rimbreak in the dentils at *13. Occasionally 
found with reverse upset - 180° from its normal head-to-toe orientation. 

Discussion: Rl , common in all grades. 65 , 65 , 60, 60 , 60 , 60. Surprisingly 

enough for a carryover die, two Proofs have been confirmed (Stickney- 
Lahrman-Naftzger and MacAllister-Starr) . At least a dozen MS examples 
are known, the best of which are the ANS and Sloss-Taylor-Naftzger 
pieces. Though the rimbreak or the small legend on this one occasionally 
generates a little extra interest, it is rarely enough to command a premium. 
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Cent 2 


Crack thru Stars & Base of Date 


N-12 (12-F) 


LL: Leaf very close to D 

Obverse 1 : Same as Cent 1 , later. 

Reverse B: Key leaves point SPC, R-, NR, PC. Large letters . All T’s of 

legend have broken left arm. Legend is close to the wreath, most notice- 
able below D . In OF, O is low and leans left. RI feet are well apart 
with I slightly lower . In the denomination, O leans right and all letters 
are crumbling slightly. Large, bold center dot. 

Striking variations : Obverse is always cracked around inner points of stars 

to near base of both 1 ’s . The dentil-crumbling at *13 expands almost to 
the final 1 , a light crack joins tops of 831 , another the bases of 1 83, light 
dentil fusing starts at *7-8, radial cracks to rim develop at *4 and to 
right of final 1 . Then comes a 5-mm rimbreak, covering two points of 
*13 (Newcomb's 12/1). Then it extends deeper to cover three points of 
this star (N-12/2), and finally becomes very massive, covering over 
10 mm of rim, five points of *13, and three points of *1 2 (N-1 2/3) . The 
reverse remains unbroken, but is naturally weak opposite this massive 
break. The terminal state of Cent 2 is rare but not excessively so. It 
has always been extremely popular as one of the most spectacular breaks 
of the series . 

Discussion: R1 , common in all grades . 65, 65, 65, 65, 65, 60. The best 

are the ANS, Green-Naftzger, Kissner-Tai^'lor-Naftzger, and two pieces 
Stack’s-Doug Smith-J. Bobbe - one of them the terminal state. There 
are a half dozen or so 60's, over a dozen AU's (Including another terminal 
state), cind many at XF. With the heaviest rimbreak somebody is usually 
willing to pay a 3x-5x premium. Without it, this common cent commsinds 
no premium. 

Cent 3 Circular Crack, Straight-Tailed R N-9 (9-F) 

LL: Leaf very close to D 

Obverse 2: Stars 7,11, and 12 point between dentils, and stars 9,10,11 nearly 

do. Sixth star is right of coronet tip. Top dentil tips (only) show a 
slight counterclockwise turn. Date has thin-pointed 1 's. Lowest points 
of *1 are well below the bust tip. *3-13 are crumbled on the inner points*: 
L is quite low, feet of BERTY are maunually patched with straight lines. 
LIBERTY consists of style I letters (most noticeable on ERT) as on cents 
before 1 820 . 

Reverse B: Same as Cent 2. 
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striking variations: Comes lightly cracked thru top of date, left thru inner 

points of first eight stars, and right thru inner points of last five stars. 
The crack soon grows heavy, doubles between *4,5 (one joining inner 
points, another the outer), and finally starts losing die-metal between 
these cracks. Reverse dentilation remains crisp, no reverse cracks. 

The final state (slightly later thsin shown on the plate) has a massive break 
between *3-5 obliterating three points of *4 and two points of *5. The 
later states of Cent 3 are quite rare. 

Discussion: R3-, a bit scarce but not too bad. 65, 60, 60 , 60 , 60, 60. One 

Proof is known - a one-sided Proof from Miller-Ryder- (always as 
*'N12") - Taylor-Naftzger. The finest non-proof is Newcomb-Starr, 
followed by Gaskill, Hines-Starr, and several less stellar 60*s. Nearly 
a dozen 60's are known, followed by over a half dozen AU*s and a dozen 
or more XF*s. Cent 3 draws only a minimum premium if any. But for 
the rare terminal state I’d pay dearly (are you listening WCN?). 

Cent 4 Broad, Flat Dentils N-6 (6-F) 


LL: Leaf very close to D 

Obverse 3: Stars 3,6,7,11 ,12, and 13 point between dentils. Sixth star is 
barely right of the well-rounded coronet tip. Several dentils have a 
counterclockwise point as on Cents 1,2. Faint inner circle shows under- 
neath dentils at K9-K1 . The date is well curved with long thin peaks to 
both 1 ’s. L is low and recut below, E is recut, R top is well below E, 

T foot is well below R, with line thru tops RTY. T is bold at top and 
bottom, weaker in center. 

Reverse B: Same as Cent 2,3, later. 

Striking variations: No cracks, no deterioration. Reverse dentilation fades 

and finally disappears, but the reverse die was retired unbroken and 
evidently little if any more rusted than it began. The crisp obverse 
dentilation in low relief is reminiscent of Cent 1 of 1 829 (N-6) . 

Discussion: Rl , common in all grades. 65 , 65 , 60, 60 , 60 , 60. The 

Jackman sale (1918) had a 65 that may be different from either of the two 
listed (Bobbe-Gerson, Franch-Mehl) . At least one (one-sided) Proof is 
known - Dupont-Naftzger . This may be the Proof from the Parmalee 
sale, or the Parmalee Proof may be a second one. There are over two 
dozen 60’s and many borderline Uncs. Cent 4 commainds no premium. 

Cent 5 No Cracks, Short-Peak 1 N-8 (8-H) 


LL: PLS SPC 

Obverse 3: Same as Cent 4, later. 1 -peaks are short. 
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Reverse C: Key leaves point SPC, SPC, SPC, C. Large letters . RI feet 

are apart and even, C has long, square-ended tail. Final A is quite 
near the stem. In the denomination, both E*s are lightly recut. Bold 
center dot. 

Striking variations: Obverse dentilation grows less crisp, but obverse re- 

mains unbroken. Reverse comes perfect, but is usually seen with a light 
crack from rim over final A, clockwise thru ribbon end to base of UNITE. 
Another crack joins tops of TED S . This grows heavy, extends to rim 
at both ends, and the piece outside this crack begins to sink - progressing 
gradually into a full rimbreak. This gradual development of a rimbreak 
is similar to what occurred on 1818 cent 1 (N-2), 1822 cent 13 (N-9), 
cind 1830 cent 1 (N-10), and is totally unlike the usually-seen catastrophic 
appearance of such breaks . This variety is more often thain not found on 
rough, black flans. 

Discussion: R3, scarce but not rare. 65, 65, 65 , 65, 60, 60. The best 

are Holmes -Masters-Flynn-Marcus, followed by Gaskill-Starr, W. F. 
Morgan 6/32, and Downing-Darnell-Naftzger . There are nine or ten 
60’s, followed by about a half dozen AU*s and at least a dozen XF’s. 

Cent 5 rarely commands much if any premium. 

Cent 6 Sawtooth Dentils N-7 (7-G) 


LL; PLS R-, PLF SPC 

Obverse 3: Same as Cent 4 and 5, later. Dentilation is fading and now appears 

quite sawtootJi. Points at 1 -peaks are gone. 

Reverse D: Key leaves point SPC, R-, SPC, SPC. Large letters . In 

AMERICA the notch on right side of R is filled with crumbling (looking 
similar to a straight-tailed R) and C is nearly closed. Small lump below 
T of CENT, Bold center dot. 

Striking variations: Obverse is now lightly lapped, dentilation is weaker and 
quite sawtooth-appearing . Reverse dentilation begins to fade. Both dies 
remain unbroken. This variety is occasionally found with reverse cross- 
ways, rotated right. 

Discussion: Rl , common in all grades. 65 , 65 , 65, 60 , 60 , 60. Well over 
two dozen 60's are known, possibly up to three dozen. The best ones are 
French-Sartoris-R. S. Brown, Downing-Gallo-Helfenstein-D . Oakes, 
and Mehl-Clarke-Naftzger . Cent 6 commands no premium. 

Cent 7 No Cracks; *1 Low N-10 (10-G) 

LL: PLS R-, PLF SPC 

Obverse 4: Stars 2,4,5, and 9 point between dentils cind stars 6 and 12 nearly 
do . Sixth star is right of coronet tip. Heavy inner circle joins dentil 
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tips K7-K1 , facies with dentilation as die wears. Date is evenly curved 
with long, heavy peak on both 1 *s. Lowest points of *1 are well below the 
bust tip. LIBERTY has L a touch low, BER boldly recut inside, ER about 
touching at both top and bottom . 

Reverse D: Same as Cent 6, later. 

Striking variations: Comes with both dies perfect, then with a faint arc crack 
thru S1 to wreath below TA, exiting from leaftip under S2 to rim just 
left of O . Finally the obverse dentilation begins to crumble above *9, 
finally fusing six dentils all the way to their tips. 

Discussion: R3, scarce but not rare. 65 , 60 , 60 , 60 , 50 , 50. The finest 

non-Proof is Dupont-Naftzger, followed by Hines-Starr, Clapp-ANS, and 
W. F. Morgan-Mehl. At least three, likely four Proofs are known - all 
one-sided. These include Cleneay-Bement-Sawicki-Tayloi — Naftzger, 
Kagins-J. Bobbe-Naftzger, Newcomb-Starr , and J. P. Young (which may 
be the same as one of the others) . Cent 7 brings little or no premium 
except in a legitimate AU or better - there are several XF*s. 

Cents No Cracks; *1 Low N-14 (1 4-A) 

LL: PLF R, PLT3 R 

Obverse 4: Same as Cent 7, later. 

Reverse E: Key leaves point PC, R+, R, C+. Large letters. Several letters 
of the legend are crumbling around - most notably the MERI. Portions 
of the wreath suffer the same fate. Leaftip at T3 is even with tip of right 
foot. A is rather near the stem. Bold center dot. 

Striking variations: Obverse dentilation fades further, developing a string 
of beads appearance as radial flow-lines increase in intensity all the way 
around. Reverse remains crisp and new-appearing. 

Discussion: R5+, only around 3-3^^ dozen known. 50, 35, 35, 35, 30, 30. 

The best is one Del Bland sold to GOK, followed by Breen-NN50-Starr, 
CBS to me, Clapp-ANS, Del Bland-Bobbe-Gerson, and Hines-Downing- 
Blaisdell, These are followed by only a couple more at VF, a half dozen 
Fines, and around 2 dozen G-VG . Cent 8 always commands a healthy 
premium, but the runaway at Pine Tree's EAC76 sale was not a typical 
case. As the buyer told me after he paid $180 for a VG example, "Well, 
you know how it is when you get down to just a couple - you ^ for 'em! " 

A 4x-6x premium is more in keeping with what I usually see. 
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Cent 9 


Crack Top Date, *6 FPR 


N-1 (1-A) 


LL; PLF R, PLT3 R 

Obverse 5: Stars 2,7, and 10 point between dentils and star 6 nearly does. 
Sixth star is far right of coronet tip. Faint remnants of inner circle are 
between dentil tips K3-K6. Date is close, evenly curved, with plain, 
short peak on both 1 *s. Upper lip is extended slightly into the field. 
Several evidences of manual die-strengthening are seen in the hair, on 
brow, eye, upper lip, and ear. L is low, I is boldly recut at top, 

BERTY are slightly less boldly recut, with curl-tailed R over a faintty- 
cut straight-tailed R , 

Reverse E; Same as Cent 8, later. 

Striking variations: Obverse is lightly cracked thru top of date, left thru 
center of *1 and outer points of *2-4, right thru inner points of *13-12, 
center of *11 , outer points of *10-9 to rim over *8. Later strikes are 
lightly lapped, removing the extension to the upper lip. Reverse dentila- 
tion fades and rim begins to dish K9-K12. This variety is usually found 
on smooth, brown flans. 

Discussion: Rl , common in all grades. 65 , 65 , 60 , 60 , 60 , 60. The best 
two are Clapp-ANS and another seen, currently untraced. Probably the 
third best is the Leidman-Gerson piece, which has been dipped and looks 
like a 65-coin. There are around a dozen 60*s and over a half dozen more 
borderline Uncs. Cent 9 commands no premium. 

Cent 10 TY Tops Joined N-5 (5-E) 


SL: PLS C, PLC PC 

Obverse 6; Stars 1 ,4,10, and 13 point between dentils, and star 7 nearly does. 
Sixth star is far right of coronet tip. Heavy inner circle strings dentils 
KlO-Kl , weaker K8-K10. Most dentils have a countercloc^wise twist as 
on cents 1-6. Bold dentilation, high relief, sharp designs, but head detail 
is almost invariably rather blunt. Date is bold, moderately spaced, with 
long-peaked 1 *s. In LIBERTY, L is a bit low, IBERTY are all recut - 
B, E, and Y spectacularly so. TY tops touch or nearly do. 

Reverse F: Key leaves point C-, C, C, PC. Small letters. Reverse is 

always mushy, flowed to the rims, and buckled across O-CE. Denoma- 
tion letters are mushy. 

Striking variations; Obverse remains unbroken. Reverse is mushy, dentilation 
weak, extensive flow lines, always buckled and weak at O-CE. Always 
cracked base of final A across stem, ribbon, bases UNI to center of T , 
another crack thru bases TED. Almost always found on square-rimmed, 
light brown flans, and rather bluntly struck. 
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Discussion: R4, quite scarce, especially above Fine. 55 , 50 , 50 , 45, 40 , 30. 
The best ones are Tayloi — Naftzger, Dupont-Breen-NN50, Rendell, J. P. 
Young-Clapp-ANS , Newcomb-Starr, and Hines-Starr-49ANA-Blaisdell- 
Gerson. These are followed closely by Weimer-EAC76, another Starr 
piece, and at least six 20-coins, This is the second -scarcest 1831 , and 
the scarcest known to Andrews (1 883) . It commands a slight premium 
(1 .3x-1 .5x) below Fine, more in higher grades - occasionally as high as 
3x for really nice ones . 

Cent 1 1 TY Tops Joined N-4 (4-D) 

SL: Dot between Tops TA 

Obverse 6: Same as Cent 10, later. 

Reverse G: Key leaves point PC, PR, SPR, SPC. Small letters . Bold 
dentilation. I is low, El has patched lower left serif, A-ES are recut 
to left (between tops TA, left of E, joining ES), O is low and leans left, 
MERI are doubled to the left. In the denomination, NE are crumbling, 
as are EN and base of T . Bold center dot is often obscured by center die 
buckling . 

Striking variations: Obverse develops light crack thru outer points of *8, 
another from rim over *10 to *9. Obverse dentilation begins to fade. 
Reverse is cracked thru center of IC to base of A, stem, ribbon, base 
of U. Another crack joins tops of UNITED ST, and another the bases 
of STATES . E of CENT is always weak, but this die is not so heavily 
buckled as Cent 10. Almost always found on square-edged, tan flans - 
just as Cent 1 O. 

Discussion: R4-, slightly less scarce than Cent 10 . 55 , 50 , 50 , 45, 40 , 40. 
Another 40, two 30's, and at least nine at 20-25+ are known. The best 
are Naftzger, Gaskill-Landau-TAD-Collins, R. S. Brown, Blaisdell- 
Gerson, Meghrig, Hines-Starr-ANA49, and Stu Wright. Cent 11 draws 
about the same premium as Cent 10. 

Cent 1 2 First 1 High N-3 (3-C) 


SL: PLS NC, PLC NC 

Cbverse 7: No star points exactly between dentils, but stars 5,7, and 12 
near'ly do. Sixth star is far right of coronet tip. Date is rather close, 
with first 1 a bit high and 31 a little more apart. Both 1 's have a very 
abbreviated point at their peaks. L is a trifle low, ER feet touch and 
tops nearly do. IBE is faintly recut. Left arm of Y is crumbling. 

Reverse H: Key leaves point NC, NC, C, NC. Small letters. In AMERICA, 
both A's have flat tops and I is dotted by a dentil. In the denomination, 

C leans left, N is recut at lower right, E is low, aind E of CENT is 
boldly doubled above. Small, bold center dot. 


- 227 - 


striking variations: Dentilation weakens on both sides, finally all but s/anishi- 
ing. Reverse dentilation is generally broadest at right. Latest-struck 
pieces show all stars drawn to the rim and indistinct crumbling on right 
obverse, similar to but not as distinct as that found on Cent 13. 

Discussion: R1 , tied with Cent 2 for commonest of the year, 65, 65, 65, 65, 
65, 65. At least a dozen 65*s are known, and a whole potful of 60’s and 
60+'s. This variety is known in Proof by around a dozen examples, likely 
more. It is the easiest cent Proof for years around. Barely the best 
non-proof is the Jackman- Jenkins-Sloss-Taylor-Guesswho coin (right 
again!). You get no extra bucks for a Cent 12. 

Cent 1 3 First 1 High N-2 (2-B) 


SL, LH: PLF FPR 

Obverse 7: Same as Cent 12, later. 

Reverse I: Key leaves point NR, FPR, FPR, PC. Leaftip at S is nearer O 
than S. Small legend, large denomination. Dentilation is much longer 
and finer them found on any other cents before 1 834, running about 1 6 
dentils per centimeter of rim - as opposed to the usual 12 per centimeter. 
Second S is widely recut to right, though this may not show on this 
variety. All three E's of legend lack their lower left serifs. The first 
two A's lack their inner right feet and the final A has this foot manually 
patched. O of ONE is a touch high. Large, bold center dot. 

Striking variations: Obverse dentilation is usually broadest at left. Rim 
begins to dish, peaks to 1 *s vanish, stars begin drawing to right rim, 
finally right rim begins crumbling extensively, most noticeable at final 1 , 
*11 , *9, and between *6-7. Reverse dentilation weakens slightly, re- 
cutting right of S2 fades and finally vanishes. 

Discussion: R2+, a touch scarce but not much. 65 , 65, 60 , 60 , 60 , 60. 

Only one more MS example is known to me, plus at least six AU’s and 
over two dozen XF*s. The best are Starr and W. F. Morgan 6/32. Old 
offerings records (Bluestone) give hint of what may be a third 65-coin. 

In spite of the low census (for so common a variety). Cent 13 commands 
no premium below MS . 
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BOOK REVIEW 


It's the greatest numismatic bcx>k since PENNY WHIMSY ! It is, of 
course, Walter Breen's recently released ENCYCLOPEDIA OF UNITED 
STATES AND COLONIAL PROOF COINS 1722-1977. The book represents 
a 22-year study of U.S. proof coins by a dedicated and knowledgeable numis- 
matic researcher; aind its text is thoroughly informative aind totally enter- 
taining, thanks to the biting wit and the brilliant discussion offered by Walter. 

After a very instructive preface, Walter discusses the proofing process 
and its historical background, tracing the beginning of proof coins to 1 5th 
century France and Italy. He comments extensively on various Colonial 
coinages including that by William Wood, the Virginia coinage, private mints, 
and Matthew Boulton. In his second chapter, Breen updates his 1953 mono- 
graph on proofs, presenting an overview of U.S. presentation and proof coins 
and sets . He establishes the dates of the first "true proofs" struck at the 
U.S. Mint in Philadelphia to be no earlier than 1 81 7, although he acknowledges 
that presentation coins were struck between 1 792 and 1816. 

Breen then proceeds to discuss in detail the various proof denominations 
for each year of issue, supplying attribution tips, items of interest, pedigrees, 
rarity ratings, and occasional plates of the better known rarities . 

Branch mint proofs , mintmaster provincials , experimental finishes, 
restrikes and fantasy pieces - all are covered in respective chapters, along 
with other pertinent topics too numerous to mention. 

At the back of the book are a valuation guide prepared by Randall L. 
Pollack, an extensive glossary, a listing of sources and abbreviations, and a 
final chapter on "Investment in Proof Coins", written by Stanley Apfelbaum, 
President of First Coinvestors, Inc. 

This 323 page book tells it all aind is the most comprehensive and only text 
ever published on this important subj ect. Every coin collector, be he novice 
or advainced, should have a copy in his library, and he should read it from 
cover to cover . The text offers something for everyone, whether he is a 
generalist, type collector, or specialist. 

The book is quarto-sized, beautifully printed on heavy, top-grade paper , 
and hard-bound. It sells for $30. and copies may be obtained from FCI, Inc., 
200 I.U. Willets Road, Albertson, New York, 11507. 

Those who join the FCI Book Club may obtain the book at a special discount 
price of $22.50. Included in my mailing was a special talking-book record 
made by Walter Breen on the subject of "Care and Preservation of Rare Coins". 
The latter can be purchased separately for $3.95. 

Better buy the book before the coins! ! 1 

****:*;******** 
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RE; GANGES OF ADDRESS 


If you should change your address, please notify John D. Wright, at 1468 
Timberland Drive, St. Joseph, Michigan, 49085 immediately if you wish to 
continue receiving PENNY-WISE. Such a change of address must be in his 
hands three or four weeks before the next issue is due to be mailed out, so that 
he can effect the change in his computer print-out. All mailing labels are 
printed by computer and forwarded to Bill Parks in Orlando, Florida so that he 
can mail out your issue to you. 

Do not mail your change of address to Bill Parks or to tbe return address 
in Florida which is carried in the left hand corner of each mailing envelope. 

And d on’t mail them to Dr. Lapp, the Editor. In either case, you will only 
delay receipt of your issue. 

Under our new mailing permit, P-W will not be forwarded to you at a new 
address. Undelivered copies are returned to Florida at EAC’s expense and at 
first class rates . Six or more copies of the last issue were returned to us 
because of changes in address of the recipients. When duplicate issues are 
mailed out, we must do so at first class rates ~ 60-70 cents as compared to 
2 or 3 cents under our mailing privilege. 

Your cooperation is necessary and will be appreciated. 

************* 

THE 1977 EARLY DATE CENSUS 
William R.T. Smith 

Herewith are the results of the 1 977 early date large cent survey. The 
survey did not work exactly as planned, but here it is. There were roughly 60 
contributors . 

I have listed the median grade of the specimens reported for each variety. 
The median is that value which has an equal number of specimens both above 
and below it. The median is not uniquely defined in all cases, as, for example, 
whet"! an even number (n) was reported. In such instances, I have taken the 
median to be the n/2 highest specimen. Thus for eight reported, the median is 
the fourth highest. 

The notation used in counting specimens saves a little space when more 
than two specimens were reported for any grade, e.g. 20(4) indicates that 
four specimens were reported as VF20. 

To conform with Condition Census data, I did modify a few grades or guessed 
at net grades where damage was indicated. Holed coins, ungraded coins, and 
coins whose grades I couldn’t read were not countec^. 

I think that several interesting observations can be made from this latest 
census - but I shall leave to the reader the fun of digging through the compiled 
data and perhaps we can share our observations at a later date. 
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1976-77 CENSUS - Early Date Large Cents 


1793 

Total 

Median 

Specimens Reported 

S-1 

10 

6 

20-12 -8(2)-6-4-3(3)-2 

S-2 

9 

8 

30-15(2)-12-8-6(2)-4-l 

S-3 

14 

8 

25-20(2)-! 5(2)-10-8-7(2)-6(2)-4(2)-l 

S-4 

19 

5 

20(2)-12(3)-ll-8-6(2)-5-4(3)-3{2)-l(3) 

S-5 

10 

5 

60-30-8-6-5-4-3(2)-2(2) 

S-6 

12 

8 

40-30-25-1 2(2)-8(2)-6-4(2)-2-1 

S-7 

5 

10 

12-10(4) 

S-8 

9 

15 

40-20(2)-15(2)-6-5-4-2 

S-9 

14 

10 

30(3)-15(3)-10-5-4-3(3)-2-l 

S-10 

15 

10 

50-35-20-1 2-1 0(4)-8(3)-6-5-4-2 

S-lla 

4 

12 

20-12-6(2) 

S-llb 

5 

12 

15-12(2)-7-2 

S-llc 

16 

10 

30-1 5(2)-l 2-1 1-1 0(3)-8(2)-7-4(2)-3(2)-2 

S-12 

7 

6 

10-7-6(2)-4(2)-3 

S-13 

21 

7 

40-25-20(2)-! 5(3)-12(2)-10-7(2)-6(3)-4-3(3)-2-l 

S-14 

10 

10 

45-20(2)-15-10-3(4)-2 

S-1 5 

4 

10 

10(2)-3(2) 

S-16 

6 

8 

15-10-8-5-3(2) 

1794 

S-17a 

18 

6 

12(3)-10(2)-8(2)-6(3)-5(4)-4(2)-3-2 

S-18a 

5 

8 

12-8-8-6-4 

S-18b 

15 

7 

65-60-30(2)-! 2-10-8-7(3)-6(2)-5-3-2 

S-1 9a 

12 

6 

25-20-18-1 2-1 0-6(2)-4-3(3)-2 

S-19b 

14 

8 

35-30-25-1 2(2)-10-8(2)-6-5-4(2)-3-l 

S-20 

17 

9 

40-30-15(2)-! 2-11 (2)-10-9-8-7-6-4(3)-3-2 

S-21 

17 

25 

55(3)-50-45-35-30(2)-25(2)-20-18-15(2)-12(2)-6 

S-22 

26 

15 

55-45-40(2)-35(2)-30(2)-25-15(5)-12(3)-8(3)-7-6-4(2)-3-2 

S-23 

19 

10 

40-30(2)-20(2)-15-12(2)-10(3)-7-6(2)-4(2)-2(2)-l 

S-24 

24 

20 

60(2)-50-45-40-30(3)-25-20(3)-12(2)-10(2)-8(2)-7(2)-6-4(2)-2 

S-25 

16 

15 

55-50-35-25(2)-20(2)-l 5-12-9-8-7-6-3(3) 

S-26 

20 

20 

60-45(2)-35-30(3)-25-20(3)-15(4)-12-5-4(2)-3 

S-27 

12 

12 

40-20(2)-18-15-12-10-7-6-4(2)-3 

S-28 

19 

15 

50(2)-40-35-30-25(2)-20(2)-15(3)-13-12-10-8-6(2)-3 

S-29 

17 

20 

60-45-35(3)-30(2)-20(3)-15-12-10-8(2)-5-3 

S-30 

22 

12 

55-40-35-30(2)-25-20-l 5-1 2(4)-8(4)-7(2)-6- 5-4(2) 

S-31 

20 

25 

60(2)-45(2)-30(4)-25(2)-12(2)-10(2)-8-6-4(2)-3-2 

S-32 

20 

15 

60-55-40(3)-30-25-20-15(2)-12-10(2)-8(2)-7-6(2)-4-3 

S-33 

8 

10 

15-12-10(2)-8(2)-5-3 

S-34 

10 

15 

30-20(3)-15-12-6- 5-3(2) 

S-35 

13 

8 

30-25-20-1 5-1 2-10-8(3)-6(3)-4 

NC-1 

1 

2 

2 

S-36 

16 

10 

50-25-1 5(2)-12(2)-ll-10(3)-7-6-5-4-3-2 

S-37 

3 

7 

15-7-6 

S-38 

14 

12 

35-30-25-20(2)-! 5-1 2(2)-10-8-7(2)-6(2) 

S-39 

8 

8 

40-30-12-8-7(2)-5-3 

S-40 

15 

15 

60-50-35-25-15(4)-! 2-1 0(2)-6-4-3(2) 

S-41 

21 

20 

40(2)-35(2)-30(2)-25-20(4)-15(3)-12(2)-8-7-4(2)-3 

S-42 

17 

25 

50(2)-40(2)-30(2)-25(4)-20(2)-15(2)-12-7-3 

S-43 

18 

20 

55(2)-50-40(2)-35-30-25-20-15 

S-44 

21 

15 

60-45(2)-40(2)-35-30-25(2)-20-15-12(2)-10-8(2)-5-4(2)-3(2) 
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10 

18 

22 

8 

22 

14 

19 

8 

9 

17 

16 

13 

19 

15 

17 

14 

17 

21 

22 

17 

1 

25 

12 

19 

16 

19 

24 

17 

23 

17 

13 

27 

16 

37 

19 

29 

1 

2 

5 

21 

16 

19 

21 

15 

18 

25 

22 

21 

12 

21 


Median 

12 

15 

20 

10 

20 

10 

10 

10 

9 

15 

20 

20 

15 

20 

20 

25 

20 

12 

25 

15 

12 

15 

8 

20 

10 
18 
15 
12 
15 


8 

10 

8 

10 

8 

12 

10 

6 

15 

6 


10 

7 

10 

10 

10 

9 

10 

8 

7 

8 
8 


Specimens Repo rted 
55-30-25-1^1 2-10('3)-7-4 

60-55-50-30(2)-25-20-15(2)-12(2)~10(2)-8-6-5(2) 

30-25(3)-20(7)-15(5)-10-9-8-6-3(2) 

45(2)-40{2j-30(2)~25(2)-20{3j-15-12(2)-10-9-8-6(2)-5(2)-2 


2)-4(2)-3 


-10-4(4) 
-7-5-4(3)-3 


50-30-20-15(2)-12-10-8-7-5,_, ^ 

45-35(2)-25(2)-15(3)~12-10(2)-8-7-6(3)-5(2)-3 

25-20-12-10-8(3)-6 
45-15(2)-12-9-6-4(2)-3 
45(2)-40-35(2)-25(2)-20-15(4) 
50-40(2)-35-30(2)-25-20(2)-15 
60-40-35-30(2)-25-20(2)-15{2)-12-8-7 
65-60(2)-55-50-35(2)-30-20-15{2)-12(2)-10-7(3)-5-4 
45-40(2)-30~25(3)-20(3)-ll-10(2)-8-4 
60-55-40-35-30-25-20(3 )-15(2)-10{2)-9-8(2)-6 
55-50-35(2)-30-25(4)-20-10(2)-9-6 
65-60-55-45-30(2)-20(4)-15(2)-12-5(4) 

40-35(2)-30-25(2)-20(2)-15(2)-12(2)-10(3 -9-8-5-4(3) 
55-50-40(3)-35-30(4)-25(2)-20-15(2)-10-8(2)-6-5-3-2 
50-45-40-35-25(3)-20-15(2)-10(2)-8(2) -6-3(2) 

50-45-40(3)-35-30(2)-25-20(2)-18-15(3)-12(2)-10(2)-8-7 

6(2)-4-3 

20-12-10(2)-8(2)-7-6-5-4-2(2) 

60-55-35-30-25(3)-20(2)-12(2)-10-8(2)-6-5-4-2-l 

35-30(2)-12(2)-10(4)-8-6(2)-4(3)-2 , , „ , , 

55-45-40-35-30-25(2)-20(2)-18-15-12(2)-10(3)-8-4-2 

60-55(2)-35-30(3)-25(3)-20-15-12(3)-10(3)-8(3)-7-3-2 

50(2)-40(2)-30(2)-12(4)-10(2)-7-4-3(2)-2 

50-45(2)-40-35-25(4)-20-15(3)-8(5)-7(2)-5(2)-3 


15(2)-12(2)-10(2)-8(3)-7-6(2)-5-4(3)-2 
65-55-15(2)-12-10(2)-8(3)-6-5~3 , , , , , 

65-25-1 5 (4)-l 2(5) -10(2) -8(3 )-7(4)-6( 2) -5-4-3-2(2) 
35(2)-20-15(2)-12-10(3)-8(3)-6(2)-4-l 

50^0- 30-25-20(2)-! 5(7)-l 2(2)-10(2)-8(4)-7(4)-5(2)-4(3)- 
3(4)-2(3) 

60-40-35(2)-20-15(3)-12(4)-8(2)-6-4-3(2)-l 

60-40(3)-20(3)-15(4)-12(2)-10(3)-8(2)-7(3)-6-4-3-2(3)-l(2) 


6 

15-2 

15_8-6-4-2 


40(2)-30-25(2)-15(2)-12(2)-10(4)-6(2)-5(2)-4(2)-3(2) 

45-40-25(2)-15-10-7(6)-6(3)-5 

55-20(2)-18-15(2)-12(4)-10-8-7(2)-5(3)-4-3 

35-20(2)-15(3)-12(4)-10(2)-8(2)-6-5-3(3)-2-l 

35-30-20-1 2(2)-10(3)-8(2)-7-6-5-4-3 

40-20-1 5(4) -12(2)-9-8(2)-7-6-4(3)-2-l 

45-35- 30-20-1 5( 3) -1 2-1 0(5) -9-8(2) -7-5-4( 3) -3(3) -2 

15(2)-12(3)-10(3)-8(3)-6(2)-5-4(2)-3(3)-2(3) 

25(2)-20-12(2)-10(2)-8(2)-7(4)-6(3)-5-4(2)-3-2 

55-15-12(2)-8(2)-7-6-5-4-3(2) 

45-40-30(2)-25-15~12(2)-10(2)-8-7-6(2)-5-4(2)-3(3)-2 
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6 

19 

14 

9 

2 

6 

3 

14 

16 

10 

8 

14 

15 

15 

20 

22 

11 

12 

12 

18 

17 

22 

12 

2 

15 

12 

18 

16 

17 

13 

1 

13 

9 

1 

20 

23 

4 

28 

10 

5 

4 

10 

12 

10 

19 

17 

17 

11 

16 

24 

13 


Median Specimens Reported 

10 45-40-25-20-1 5(2)-l 0(3) -8-6-5-3-2 

8 10-9-8(2)-4-3 

12 65-35-30(2)-20(2)-15(2)-12(2)-10(2)-9-8(2)-7(2)-6-4 

8 20-12(3)-10(2)-8-7-5-4-3(2)-2(2) 

7 20(2)-15-12-7-6-4-3-2 

15 15-5 

7 10{2)-7-5(2)-2 

10 20 - 10-6 

6 40-20(2)-! 0-8-6(2)-5(3)-4(2)-3(2) 

8 40-30(2)-20-12(3)-8-7(2)-6~5(2)-4(2)-3 

8 20-12-10(2)-8(2)-4(3)-3 

4 12-10-6-4(3)-l(2) 

8 45-30-1 5-1 2-1 0-8(3)-7-5(2)-4-l (2) 

10 30(2)-15(2)-12(3)-10-8(2)-7-5-4-3-2 

10 30-20-15(3)-! 2-1 0(2)-8-5(3)-4(2)-3 

7 35-30-1 5-1 2(3)-10-8-7(6)-6-5(2)-4(2)-3 

10 25(2)-20(3)-15-12(3)-10(4)-8-7-6(3)-5-4(2)-2 

5 12-10(2)-8-7-5-4(3)-2(2) 

8 50-20-1 5-1 2-1 0-8(3)-7(2)-4-3 

8 15-10(2)-9(2)-8(2)-7-6-4(3) 

10 35-25-20-1 5(2)-12(3)-10(2)-8(2)-7(2)-6(2)-3-2 

8 50-25-1 5-1 2(3)-10(2)-8(2)-7(2)-6-5-4-3-2 

8 40-35(2)-30(3)-25-15(2)-12-8-7(3)-5-4(4)-3-2(2) 

20 25(4)-20(2)-12-10-8-7-6-5 

4 4-3 

10 40(2)-30-20-10(4)-7-6(4)-3-2 

6 30-20-1 5(2)-12-6(2)-4-3(2)-2(2) 

10 40-25(2)-15-14-10(4)-8-7-6(2)-5-3(2)-2(2) 

10 30-15(3)-12(3)-10-8(3)-7-6(2)-4(2) 

8 20(2)-15-10(4)-8(2)-5-4(7) 

7 40-1 5-1 2-1 0(2)-8-7-6(2)-5-4(3) 

3 3 

8 25-15(2)-12-8(3)-6-5(2)-4(2)-2 

10 60-55-40-10(2)-6- 5-4-3 


6 6 

10 60-50- 20(3)-l 5-1 2(2)-10(3)-8-7(2)-4(2)-3(3)-2 

10 40-30(4)-25- 20-15(3)-! 2(2)-10(2)-8(3)-7-6-5-4-3-l 

5 12-5-3-1 

10 65-35-25-20-1 5(2)-12(3)-10(6)-8(5)-7-6(2)-5(3)-4(2) 

5 25-15-10~8-5(3)-4(2)-3 

6 20-8-6-4-3 

4 8-4-2-1 

12 60(2)-20(2)-12-10-8(2)-4(2) 

12 25-15(3)-12(2)-8(2)-7-6(2)-3 

8 30-25-20(2)-8(2)-7-6(2)-3 

12 60(2)-40-35-20-15(4)-12-10(2)-8-7-6(2)-4-3-2 

10 35(2)-30-15(3)-12(2)-10-8(2)-7-6(2)-4(2)-3 

15 60-55(2)-35-30(2)-20-15(2)-12-10-8-7(2)-6-5-3 

6 35-30-7(2)-6(2)-4(2)-3(3) 

15 60-55-35-30(2)-25(2)-15(3)-10(2)-6-4(3) 

10 55-35-30-25(2)-20-18-15(2)-12(2)-10-8(2)-6(6)-5(3)-3 

10 30(2)-25-20-l 5-1 2-10-8-7-4(2) -3-2 
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1 

15 

13 

14 

22 

22 

20 

20 

17 

17 

6 

13 

14 

10 

25 

13 

15 

18 

11 

17 

18 

21 

18 

17 

20 

11 

1 

21 

1 

15 

15 

15 

22 

18 

19 

17 

20 

24 

19 

14 

19 

21 

15 

22 

17 

21 

18 

16 

14 

13 

17 


Median Specimens Re ported 

8 8 

7 30-15-10(2)-8{3)-7-6(3)-5-4(2)-2 

12 45-40-20(2)-15-12(3)-10(2)-4(2)-3 

1 2 65( 2)-60-30-20-l 5-1 2( 3) -8-6-5-4-2 

15 55-50-35(2) -30-25(3) -20(2) -15-1 2-1 0(3) -8(3) -6-5(2) -4 

10 50(2)-35(2)-20-15-12-10(4)-8(2)-7(2)-6-5-4(3)-3-2 

15 60-40(2)-30(2)-25-20(2)-15(2)-12-10(2)-9-8-6(2)-5-4-3 

12 55-45-25-20(3)-! 5(3)-l 2-1 0(4)-7-6-4(4) 

12 50(3)-35-20(3)-15-12(4)-10-8-7(2)-5 

8 40-25-20(3)-! 5-1 0-8(2)-6(2)-5(3)-4-3( 2) 

12 35-12(2)-8-5~4 

5 12(2)-10-8(3)-5(3)-4(2)-3(2) 

10 35-25-1 5-12(2)-! 0(2)-8(3)-6(2)~5-3 


8 40-12-10(2)~8-7~6-4-3(2) 

7 55-45-30(2)-20(3)-15-10-8(3)-7(2)-6(4)-5(2)-4(3)-2-l 

8 35-25(2)-18-12-10-8(2)-7(2)-5(2)-4 

8 30-15(3)-12(2)-10-8(2)-7-6-4(2)-3(2) 

10 65-60-25-20-1 5-1 2(2)-10(3)-8(2)-6-5(2)-4(2)-3 

6 20-12-10(2)-8-7-6-5-4(2)-2 

5 25-20(2)-10-8-7(2)-5(3)-4(4)-3(3) 

8 50-25-1 5(3)-12-10-8(2)-6(3)-5(2)-4-3(3) 

10 55-45-30(2)-20-15(2)-12(3)-10(2)-8(2)-6(3)-5(2)-4-2 

12 50-40-35-30-1 5(2)-12(3)-10-8(3)-7(2)-6(2)-5 

10 45-40-30-20-1 2(3)-10(2)-8(3)-7-6(2)-4( 2) 

10 60(2)-45-35(3)-30-20-15(2)-12(2)-10-8(4)-7-6-3 

5 30-20-9-8-6-5-4-3(4) 

8 8 

15 65-60-55-35-30(2)-25-20(2)-15(3)-12-10-8(2)-6(2)-4(2)-2 

6 6 

10 45-35(2)-30-25-20-15-10-8(2)-7(2)-6(2)-3 

15 40-20(4)-15(3)-12-10(3)-8-7-3 

12 40(2)-35-20-15(3)-12(2)-7-6(2)-4-3(2) 

15 50-45(2)-40-30-25-20-15(4)-12(2)-10(2)-8(3)-6(2)-4-3 

7 30(2)-25(2)-15-10(3)~7(2)-6(4)-4(2)-3-2 

8 35-30-25-1 5-1 2(3)-10-8(4)-7(2)-5(2)-4(2)-3 

8 60-40-30-25-20(2)-18-15-8-7(3)-6(2)-3(2)-2 

12 35-25(3)-20-15-12(4)-10(2)-8(3)-7(3)-6-4 

15 65-60-50(2)-45(2)-35(2)-30-20-15(2)-12(3)-10(2)-8(2)-7-6- 

5-4-3 

12 65-50-45-25(2)-20(2)-15(2)-12(2)-10(2)-8(2)-7-4-3(2) 

15 55-40-25-20(3)-! 5-1 2(3)-10(2)-6-3 

12 60-50-35-30- 20(3)-15(2)-12(5)-10(2)-6-5-4 

10 45(2)-40(2)-30(2)-20-15(3)-10(5)-7-6-4-3(2)-2 

10 50-40-20(3)-! 5-1 0(2)-8(3)-5(2)-4-3 

8 60-55-35-30-20(3)-! 5-1 0(2)-8(2)-7(3)-6(3)-5(2)-4-3 

12 65-40-30(2)-25(2)-20-12(3)-10(3)-7-4-2(2) 

15 60-45-40-35-30(2)~25-20(3)-15-12(3)-10-7-6-4(2)-2-l 

10 55-50-25-20(3)-12(2)-10(2)-8-7(2)-6-5(3)-3 

10 45-30(2)-20-15-12(2)-10(3)-8(3)-6-4(2) * 

15 35=30-20(2)-! 5(3)-10(2)-6(3)-5-4 

8 30-15-10(3)-8(2)-7(3)-4(2)-2 

10 45-40(2)-35-25(2)-20(2)-10(3)-8(2)-7(2)-5-4 
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9 

20 

14 

10 

24 

17 

16 

26 

1 

12 

32 

23 

21 

25 

20 

31 

14 

31 

32 

7 

26 

24 

1 

16 

21 

24 

19 

18 

18 

19 

28 

21 

8 

20 

25 

22 

21 

15 

9 

26 

3 

II 

54 

1 


Median Specimens Reported 

10 30-1 5-1 2-1 0(3)-8- 5(2) 

12 35-30(3)-25(2)-20(2)-15-12(3)-10(2)-8-7-5-4-3(2) 

15 55-35-25-20(2)-! 5(3)-12(2)-10-8-7-2 

8 30-20-12-10-8(2)-7(2)-6-3 

15 60-50-45-40-30-20(2)-18-15(3)-12-10(2)-8(3)-7(2)-5(3)-3 

10 50-45-40-30(2)-20(2)~15-10(3)-8(2)-7-6(2)-3 

15 55-30(2)-25-20(2)-15(2)-12(2)-10(2)-8-7-3-2 

12 55-50-40(2)-35-30-20-15(4)-12(5)-8(2)-7-5-4(4)-3(2) 


7 7 

10 20(2)-12(3)-10-8-6-4-3(2)-2 

6 30-25-20(2)-! 5(2)-12(2)-10(3)-8-7(2)-6(2)-5-4(5)-3(3)-2(7) 


8 40-35-25-20(2)-! 5(2)-12(2)-10(2)-8(4)-7-6-4(4)-3-2 

12 40-35-30(2)-20(3)-12(5)-10-8(3)-7(3)-6-4 

12 40-35-25(3)-! 5(5)-12(3)-10(2)-9-8(2)-7-6(2)-5(2)-4-3 

10 25-20(5)-! 5-1 2(2)-10-8(3)-5-4(3)^3(3) 

10 50-45-40-35-30(2)-25(3)-15(4)-12-10(3)-8(2)-7-6(2)-5(5)- 

4(2)-3(2) 

8 30-20-1 5(2)-10-8(2)-7-5(2)-3(3)-2 

10 50-40-35-25-20(4)-! 5(2)-12(3)-10(4)-8-7(7)-5-4(2)-3(3) 

8 60-55-25(2)-20(2)-15(3)-12(4)-10-8(3)-7(3)-6(2)-5(2)-4(6)- 

3-2 

5 15(2)-7-5-4(2)-3(3) 

8 20(3)-15-12(6)-10(2)-8(4)-6(2)-5(4)-4(2)-3(2) 

10 45-35-25-20(2)-! 5(2)-12(2)-10(3)-8(2)-7(3)-6(2)-5(2)-4(2)-3 

20 20 

7 10(3)-8(3)-7(2)-6-5(2)-4(2)-3-2-l 

7 50-35(2)-15(3)-12-10(2)-7(2)-6(3)-5(3)-4(2)-3-2 

12 60-45-35-25(2)-20(3)-15(3)-12(2)-10(2)-8-7-6-5(3)-4(3) 

15 45-30-25(2)-20(2)-18-15(3)-12(2)-10-8-7-6(2)-4(2) 

12 60-25(2)-20-15-12(4)-10(2)-8(2)-7-6(3)-5 

12 40-30-25(3)-20-12(4)-10-8(3)-6-5(2)-3 

7 40-30(2)-25-15-10(2)-8-7(3)-6(2)-5(3)-4(2)-2 

10 25(3)-20(3)-15(2)-12-10(5)-8(5)-7-6(2)-5(3)-4(2)-3 

12 45-40-25-20(3)-! 5(3)-12(2)-10(3)-8(2)-7-6-4(2)-3 

10 40(2)-12-10(3)-4(2) 

12 30(2)-20(2)-15(5)-12-10(2)-8(3)-7-5-4-3-2 

15 45-40(3)-35(2)-30(3)-20-15(4)-12(2)-10-8(4)-6-4(2)-3 


7 45(2)-30(3)-25(3)-15(2)-7-6(4)-5(4)-4-3-2 

10 60-40-35-30-20-1 5-1 2(3)-10(2)-8(3)-6-5-4(2)-3(3) 

10 35-25-20-1 5(2)-10(4)-8-6(2)-5-4(2) 

7 35-15-10(2)-7-6-4-3-l 

65~50(2)-40(2)-35-20(2)-18-15(2)-12(6)-10-8-7(3)-6-5-4(2) 

10 25-15-5 

6 12(2)-10-7(2)-6(3)-5(2)-2 

7 45-40(2)-35-30-25-20-l 5-12-1 0(2)-8(4)-7(2)-6(3)-5(3)-4(4)- 
3(4)-2(3) 

8 8 

10 50-40-35(2)-30(2)-25-20(2)-15-12(2)-10(2)-7(2)-6-5(3)-4-3(7) 
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4 

1 

26 

37 

36 

25 

21 

12 

21 

29 

22 

3 

26 

29 

33 

31 

21 

20 

30 

21 

17 

25 

19 

31 

26 

34 

25 

23 

19 

21 

21 

30 

24 

10 

20 

18 

28 

19 


Median 

10 

5 

4 

8 

12 

10 


15 

10 

12 

12 

15 

12 

7 

20 

12 

20 

12 

12 

12 

10 

12 

15 

20 

12 

12 

12 


12 

15 

12 

12 

15 

10 

12 

10 

10 

20 

18 

12 

15 

10 

20 

10 


Soecimens Reported 

5fc30^20T3T^3)-12(5)-10(4)~8(4)~7(2)-6(2)-4(2)-3(2)-l 

7-5-4-3 

60(2)-40-25-20(4)-12-10{3)-8{3)-6(4)-5-4(2)-3(3)-1 

65-35(2)-30(2)-25(3)-20(6)-‘I5(4)-12(3)-10(2)-8{2)-7(2)-6- 

5(3)-4( 5)-3 

60-50-35-30(3)-25(3)-20(3)-15(2)-12(2)-10(2)-8(6)-6-5(2)- 

4(2)-3(2)-2(4)-l 

60(3)-30-25(3)-20(4)-18-15-12-10(2)-8(2)-6(2)-4(2)-3-2(2) 

60- 50-40-30- 20-1 5(3)-12(2)-10(2)-8(4)-7-6(2)-4-2 
30-15-12(6)-8-7-6-3 ^ ^ ^ 

55(2)-40-30-25-20(4)-15-12-10(3)-8(4)-7-6-3 

65-45-35(2)-30(3)-25-20(3)-15(5)-12(3)-10(3)-8(2)-7(2)-6-3(2) 

65-35-25(2)-20-15-12(6)-10(3)-8-7-6(3)-5-4 

50(2)-45(3)-30(2)-25(3)-20(4)-12(3)-10-8-6(2)-5(3)-4-3 

65-50(2)-40(2)-30-25(4)-20(2)-15(2)-12(2)-10(3)-8(3)-7-6- 

5_ 3(2)"*2(2) 

60-55-50(2)-40(2)-35-30(3)-25(3)-20(4)-15(3)-12(2)-8(4)-6(2)- 

4So-30-25(3)-20(2)-15(5)-12(3)-10(2)-8(2)-7(2)-6-5(4)-4(3)-2 

65-30(4)-20(5)-12(3)-10(3)-8{2)-7-6-5 

55-50)2)-35-25-18-15-12(5)-10(2)-8(2)-6(2)-5-4 , , , , , 

60-45-30(2)-25(2)-20(2)-15(4)-12(2)-10(3)-8(3)-7{2)-6(2)-5(2)- 

4(3)-2 

50(2)-40-25(2)-15(3)-12(4)-10-8-6(2)-5{2)-4(2)-3 
35(2)-30-20(2)-15(4)-l 2-10-8-7-6-4-3(2) 
50-40-35-30-25(2)-20(7)-12(3)-10(2)-8-7-6-5(2)-3-2 
45-40-20(5)-15(2)-12(2)-10(3)-7(2)-4(3) , , , , . 

65-50(2)-40(2)-35(2)-30-25-20(4)-15(2)-12-10-8(3)-7(2)-6- 

5U5-y25-20(2)-15(5)-12(2)-10(5)-8(2)-7(2)-6-4-3(2) 


60(2)-55-45-35-30(3)-25{2)-20(3)-15(3)-12(3)-10(3)-8(3)-7(2). 

6-5-4(4)-3 

45-30-25(2)-20(6)-15(4)-12(2)-10-8-7(2)-6-4(2)-3-2 

70-65-40-35-30-25-20-18-1 5(2)-12(5)-10(2)-8-7-6-5(2)-2 

50-35-30-25-20(3)-! 5(2)-12-10(2)-7-6(2)-4(2)-3-2 

55(2)-25(3)-20-15(6)-12(2)-10-8-7-6(2)-5-3 

50-30-25(2)-20(2)-15-12(3)-10(5)-8-5(3)-4(2) 

65-50-30(2)-25-20(4)-15(4)-12(3)-10(2)-8(2)-7(3)-6(2)-5(2)- 

4-3(2) 

60-45-40-35-20-1 2(3)-10(4)-8(3)-6(2)-4(3)-3-2(2)-l 
20-15(2)-12-10-8(2)-6-4-3 
60(2)-50-35-30(2)-25(3)-20(5)-l 2-10-7-5-4-3 
55-50-35-30-25-20(3)-18-15-12(4)-10-7-6-3 
65-55-40-35-25-20(5)-! 5(3)-l 2-1 0-8(5)-7(2)-6-5-4(2)-3-2 
60-35-30-25(2)-20(4)-15(2)-12(2)-10-5(3)-4(2) ^ ^ ^ 

65-50-30(2)-25(2)-20(4)-12(2)-10(5)-8(3)-7-5(3)-4(2)-3 
60(2)-45-40-35-30(3)-25-20(8)-15(5)-10(4)-7 2)-5-4 
60-45-35-30(2)-20(4)-15-12(3)-10-8(3)-7-6(2)-5(2)-4(2)-3(3) 
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1803 

Total 

Median 

S-258 

41 

20 

S-259 

24 

12 

S-260 

37 

12 

S-261 

29 

15 

S-262 

25 

10 

S-263 

28 

15 

S-264 

15 

6 

S-265 

28 

12 

1804 

S-266 

40 

8 

1805 

S-267 

38 

15 

S-268 

27 

12 

S-269 

37 

15 

1806 

S-270 

51 

12 

1807 

S-271 

37 

10 

S-272 

14 

8 

S-273 

46 

12 

S-274 

25 

8 

S-275 

25 

12 

S-276 

41 

12 

1808 

S-277 

34 

12 

S-278 

23 

10 

S-279 

37 

12 

1809 

S-280 

43 

10 

1810 

S-281 

34 

10 

S-282 

24 

12 

S-283 

21 

10 

S-284 

21 

10 

S-285 

18 

10 


SDecimens Reported 

65lty^50-40-35(2)-30(2)-25{5)-20(7)-12(6)-10(3)-8(4)-6- 


5(2)-4(3)-3 , , 

50-45-40-25-20-1 5(4)-12(3)-10(4)-8(3)-7-5-4-3(2) 
65-30(4)-25(3)-20(2)-15(2)-12(7)-10(4)-8(4)-7-5(2)-4(2)-3- 


2(4) 

60(2)-50-40(2)~30-25(3)-20(2)-15(6)-12(4)-6(2)-4-3(2)-2(2)-l 

35-30-20(2)-15(6)-10(4)-8(3)-7(3)-6-5(2)-4-2 

60-55-40(2)-30-25(2)-20(5)-15(3)-12-10{3)-9-8(2)-7-5(2)-4-3-2 

30-12(2)-10(3)-8-6-5-4(2)-3(4) 

55-50-40-30(2)-25-20(2)-18-15(4)-12(4)-10(3)-8(5)-7-6-4 


50-40-35-30(2)-20{7)-15(2)-12(2)-10(2)-8(3)-7(2)-4(5)-3(8)- 

2(2)-l{2) 


65-55- 50-45-40-30(2)-25(5)-20(4)-15(3)-12(4)-10(2)-8(4)-7{2)- 
6-5-4(4)-3 , ^ 

55-35(2)-30(4)-25(2)-20(2)-18-12{5)-10-8(2)-7(3)-6-5(2)-3 
45(2)-40( 2)-35-30(3)-25(3)-20(4) -15(4) -1 2(4)-l 0( 2)-8(3) -6(4)- 
5-4~3-2(2) 


65-45-35-30(7)-25(2)-20(4)-15(5)-12(5)-10(3)-9-8(4)-7(5)- 

6(2)-5-4(4)-3(4)-2 


65-60-55-35-30(2)-25-20(2)-15(3)-12(3)-10(4)-8(4)-7(3)-6(3)- 

5(5)-4-3-l 

50-40-1 5-1 2-1 0(2)-8-7-6- 5-4(4) 

65-45(4)~40(2)-30(3)-25(2)-20(6)-15(4)-12(3)-10(2)-8(2)-7(3)- 

6(2)-5(4)-4(4)-3(3)-2 

40-35(2)-20(3)-15(2)-12(3)-10-8(5)-7-6-5(4)-4-3 

50-30(4)-25-20(2)-15(3)-12(2)-8(3)-7(3)-6-3(5) 

60-50-40-35(2)-30(2)-25-20(6)-18-15(2)-12(4)-10(5)-8-7(4)-6- 

5(2)-3(5)-2(2) 


60-50-40-30(2)-25(2)-20(7)-15-12(4)-10(6)-8(2)-7-6(3)-4(2)-2 
45-30-1 5(3)-12(3)-10(4)-8(3)-7-6(2)-5(2)-4-3-2 
40(2)-30-25(2)-20(5)-15(4)-12C5)-10(3)-8(6)-7-6-5(2)-4(2)-3(3) 


30(5)-25(2)-20-15(8)-12-10(6)-8(.5)-7(2)-6(6)-4(3)-3(3)-1 


65-45-40-35-30(2)-25-20(2)-15(2)-12C5)-10(3)-8(6)-7(4)-6(2)- 

5(2)-2 

60-40-35-30(3)-25-20-15(2)-12C2)-10(3)-8(4)-7-5-4(3) 
50-30-20(2)-! 5C2)-10C6)-8(4)-6(2)-3(2)-2 
50-20(3)-18-15(3)-12(2)-10(3)-7(_3)-6(2)-5-4C2) 
35-30C2)-25(2)-20-12(2)-10-8-7-6-5(2)-4(3)-3 
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1811 

Total 

Medic 

S-286 

30 

10 

S-287 

37 

12 

1812 

S-288 

28 

10 

S-289 

29 

10 

S-290 

29 

10 

S-291 

24 

15 

1813 

S-292 

33 

20 

S-293 

31 

10 

1814 

S-294 

45 

12 

S-295 

38 

12 


Specimens Reported 

30-25 (3F20 ( 3 ) - 1IT5 ) - 1 0( 3 ) -8- 

60-45-40-30(2)-25(3)-20(3)-1‘ 

4(4)-3(4) 


’(3)-6-5(4)-4(4)-3-l 

(3)-12(6)-1C(3)-7(2)-6-5(3)- 


60-35-30-25-20(4)-15(4)-12-10(3)-8-7-6(3)-4-3(4)-2- 
60-30(5)-25(2)-20-15(3)-12-10(3)-8(3)-6(3 -5(3 -4(3 -2 _ 

50(2)-45-30(2)-25(2)-20(3)-15(2)-12(2)-10(2)-8(4)-7(2)-6(2)- 

5-4(2)-3(2) 

50-45-40(2)-30(2)-25-20(2)-15(3)-12(3)-10-9-8(5)-6(2) 


55-50(2)-45-40(3)-35(3)-30(3)-25(3)-20(3)-15(2)-12(3)-10-8(3)- 

55-30(3)-20(4)-15(4)-12(3)-10(5)-8(3)-6(4)-5(2)-4-3 


50-45-40(2)-35(4)-30(4)-25(2)-20(2)-15(5)-T2(2)-10(4)-8(7)- 

6(2)-4(3)-3(3)-2-l 

60-55-50-40-30(4) -25(4) -20(2) -15(3) -12(2 )-1 0(4) -8-7-6(4)- 

5(4)-4(3)-3-2 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Through the courtesy of Q. Davicl Bowers, an EAC member, each EACer 
will soon be receis/ing a copy of the Bowers & Ruddy sale of the Jack Collins* 
collection of large cents. A quite extensive and interesting set of large cents 
is being offered in the sale, and this opportunity will give all EACers a chance 
to acquire some really great coins. 


Special arrangements were made for the shipment, and all EAC members 
not regularly on the firm's mailing list have been included in the offer. 


JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills CA 90210 Oj 2 c/o New 

Netherlands Coin Co., Inc., 1 West 47th Street, NYC, NY 10036 

FOR SALE - SPECIAL COTTON-LINED COIN ENVELOPES 

These envelopes fit perfectly inside 2 x 2 steindard coin envelopes . 
$9.50 per hundred; $55. per thousand - postpaid. 


ROD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

For Sale or Trade; Complete sets of PENNY-WISE by photocopy. 
Proportionate prices for partial sets or single issues. Will accept large cents 
in trade . Write for details . 


:|c:|c:ic:|::|c:|c:|c:|c:|c:ic4c4c4c 
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WESTERN REGIONAL (NORTHERN AREA) EAC MEETING 


Del Bland 


On June 28, 1977, at the home of Carl Windon in Oakland, CA, a regional 
meeting of EAC was held. A group of eight members attended, as follows; 


The meeting opened with a discussion about the upcoming national EAC 
convention which we plan to hold at the Hilton Hotel in Los Angeles in February, 

1 978. It will coincide with the convention of the Numismatic Association of 
Southern California on the same weekend in the same hotel. Various aspects 
were discussed, and a committee composed of Bob Vail, Bill Carmel, and Carl 
Windon was appointed to put together an exhibit of large cent error varieties. 
Steve Lund offered to take photos for the exhibit. A proposal for providing our 
own security for the convention was discussed, with everyone in favor of this. 

It would save our club approximately $450. or more. Carl Windon was appointed 
as coordinator of any ideas and plans for the convention, put forth by members 
in the northern California area. 

Several comments about auctions and the firms conducting them, as well 
as general practices by coin dealers, was brought about when Bill Carmel 
showed a group of five nice early date cents which he had recently received 
from two auctions. Not only were the coins fairly graded, but the catalogue 
descriptions were accurate. 

Steve Lund passed around several of his half cents for opinions of grading . 
Then every one else began looking at, grading, and taking notes about half cents 
and large cents. 

During the first two hours of the meeting. Bob Vail attributed a group of 
1 849 large cents . Ken Wolfgram and Chuck Woodruff looked at groups of late 
date cents, while Fred Loundes entered into conversations about half cents. I 
had brought with me to the meeting eight books on large cents and two 19th 
century auction catalogues for those who had never seen any of the early 
literature on copper. 

As always, Carl’s wife, Vanda, provided us with an excellent assortment 
of goodies which were devoured in haste. A full loaf of banana nut bread must 
have been eaten in ten minutes. 

At 11 :30 P.M. , the meeting ended. 


Chuck Woodruff 
Bill Carmel 
Steve Lund 
Bob Vail 


Ken Wolfgram 
Fred Loundes 
Del Bland 
Carl Windon 


************* 


Hypochondria is a sham pain 


. . . THE RAT FINK 
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PENNY POTPOURRI 


It may be of interest to EACers to know that the postage rate for mailing P-W 
under our Second Class Mailing Privilege has dropped from about 60-70 cents 
per copy to only 3 cents per copy. Quite a saving, indeed! Our treasury might 
even break even this year! ••••••>• Did you l^ow that the St. Francis Hotel in 

San Francisco, each night, washes all the coins it receives in change each 
day, before putting them back into circulation the next morning? It has been 
doing this since the 1 850’s and prides itself on returning in change only bright 
and shiny coins. Even the cabbies in San Francisco recognize when you're a 

guest at the St. Francis Hotel! P-W extends its sympathies to Chuck 

Heck and his family. Chuck lost his father in August, suddenly, due to a heart 
attack. Chuck advised us that he had some material for inclusion in this issue 
of P-W, but due to the circumstances, was not able to get it ready in time. 

Chuck will hold an EAC get-together at his home on Long Island on September 
15. The announcement is elsewhere in this issue The American Numis- 

matic Society at 1 55th and Broadway in New York City suffered a loss of 
$50,000. to $100,000. or more on Sunday, August 21 , according to the New 
York TIMES . Four armed bandits forced their way past security guards 
shortly before the Society opened its doors to the public at 1 P.M. that day, 
bound the security guards, and then smashed heavy^glass display cases contain- 
ing some rare Colonial coins on exhibit. Despite the large crowd of visitors 
waiting outdoors to be let in for visiting hours, the bandits casually left by the 
front entrance and the visitors were totally unaware of tine chaos inside. The 
TIMES suggested that the burglary may have been timed to coincide with the 
ANA show in Atlanta, giving the bandits a possible easy market for the coins. 

No further account has been noted as to whether the bandits have been appre- 
hended or what the loss entailed one of EAC’s newest members is 

Donn Pearlman, an award-winning newsman for radio station WBBM, a CBS 
outlet in Chicago. Welcome aboard, Donn! In an article titled "Little Read 
Slider Hood" in the July issue of THE NUMISMATIST, pages 1369-73, Donn 
reports on a 3-month investigation, carried out under the auspices of CBS, 
relating to the mail order coin business and the practice of selling cleaned coins 
as specimens of a higher grade than their condition would justify. We recommend 
the article to you, and we hope that Donn will soon see fit to make some future 

literary contributions to P— W. How about it, Donn? and in the Cctober , 

1977 issue of CCINS Magazine, Ted Schwarz in an article titled "It Shouldn't 
Happen to a Coin", tells about the uses and abuses to which various denomina- 
tions of coins are and have been subjected. In his acknowledgments of assistance 
in preparation of the article, Mr. Schwarz gives credit to Dr. Lapp and various 
others. Besides listing the various abuses to which large cents were subjected, 
as previously written about by Dr. Lapp and published in P-W and THE 
NUMISMATIST, Mr. Schwarz added a few new ones; 

"(1) In colonial times, coins were placed around the neck of children to 
ward off witches and evil spirits. 

(2) An early cure for arthritis was to place a hole in a large cent, put a 
string through the hole, then wear one or more coins around the neck. 

(3) Housewives took copper coins and added them to kettles of apple butter 
to prevent scorching during the long hours of outdoor cooking . The people who 
followed this method would brag thtat the coins were cleaned at the same time." 

Ted Schwarz has written a very interesting and informative article, and we 
think that you would find it worthwhile to seek out and read. 
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PEN(ny)MANSHIP TO THE EDITORS 

From CXDUG WINTER; **I am enclosing a copy of my latest research effort. 

(It is included elsewhere in this issue, q.v.) My inspiration was seeing 
Walter Breen's eirticle on New Jersey coinage history. I also want to get those 
cent researchers busy, as it seems that more good res^rch is being done at 
present by the half cent and Colonials people (Viva the underdogs!) 

I will be moving to St. Petersburg , Florida on August 1 to attend Eckerd 
College and would like to get in touch with EACers in that neck of the woods . 

My address will follow when known . " 

From GEORGE K. PRETSCH; "It has been almost four years since my 
departure from EAC. My EAC number is 116, I would like to be reinstated as 
a member. 

One of the reasons that I severed my membership was to build a high-grade 
collection of British half-pennies (1 672-1 775) while they were low in cost as 
compared to U.S. large cents of equal grade. My collection now includes two 
proofs, several Uncs. , and so on down the line to VF. I also have several con- 
temporary counterfeits and bungtowns remging in all grades. Now that I have a 
comfortable beginning of our sister large cents (many of these coppers circu- 
lated in the U.S. colonies, prior to and during the emission of our early large 
cents), it is time for me to get back where I began. This also includes New 
Jersey coppers . 

It is my hope that there may be a few EAC members with equal interests . 

If so, I would like to hear from them. " 

From DEL BLAND: "It's summer out here in California as everywhere else, 
and things are a little slow. Conventions in Long Beach, Lake T ahoe, San 
Francisco, and smaller ones in other cities have failed to produce much in the 
way of early coppers . The Naftzger sale S— 21 was finally sold by Steve Ivy and 
I ended up with it as well as the Nofal-Kling S-78 . Then I obtained a 1794 G-1 
half cent in VF and an 1 804 G-2 in MS , with some mint red on it. In Colonials , 

I have only a few low-grade pieces for resale. Now I’m wondering if the deluge 
of early copper which has been avaiilable the last few years is finally drying up. 
The Dorothy Paschal collection is selling fast, and there will be a collection of 
early date cents in the ANA sale. After that, I don't know what! " 

From FULTCN G . KEAGLE; "I'm a recent addition to EAC and find P-W to be 
an excellent publication. I’m one member who appreciates Steve Levy’s report- 
ing on "Prices Realized" in recent auctions and would like to see his column 
continue. 

I've not yet met any of you 'old salts', but hopefully Chuck Heck's proposed 
East Coast rneeting in the fall will come about and I'll have art opportunity to 
pick some brains! 

Best regards, and I hope to meet some EACers soon . " 

From MARK BCRCKARDT; "If I can get an appointment, I hope to view the half 
cent collection at the Smithsonian. If I swing this. I'll report on my visit at a 
later date." 

From WARREN FARR: "Having been a member of EAC for almost two years now 
I just want to say that I, too, enjoy personal experience articles in P-W . I'm 
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sure that there are a lot of EAC members like myself who feel isolated by dis- 
t 3 ince from the rest of the membership. For us, this kind of informal chit-chat 
offers the next best thing to personal contact, " 

From LARRY KNEE: "As a new member, I really have been having the time 
of my coin hobby life, reading past issues of P-Wand acquiring such things as 
a penny press, a #4 goat hair brush, slides, cotton-lined envelopes, and a bunch 
of books. I should be ready to go penny-picking, but instead much of my folding 
paper has been picked. So I'll stay home, write this, and offer these two ideas: 

1 . Some one should put together 50 pages or so of "The Best of PENNY- 
WISE", so new members could get off to a faster start. Such an extra edition 
could be offered to all members at am additional cost. 

2. A second idea is in regards to a numbering system for large cents. I 
would like to see them numbered C-1 to C-850 or whatever number the laist 1 857 
variety would represent. To me, the "C" would stand, not for cent, but for 
Early American Coppers Club. Because of the growth in our population since 
the 1 940's and the increase in the number of collectors, with large cent collec- 
tions wide-spread throughout the nation, let's take all R6, R7, and R8 cents and 
call them "Rarely Collectible". These "RC" numbers could be sequenced as 
the NC have been before, therefore allowing for new finds. I am interested in 
retaining as much of Sheldon'g PENNY WHIMSY as possible - not because the 
book was perfect, but because it was the best. i feel that the appeal of such a 
numbering system would be enormous . " 


From DAVID GLADFELTER: "I have just added to my collection a rather un- 
usual counterstamp: what makes the piece unusual is that it has two cstps by 
different individuals, and the second did not obliterate the first. The description 
is as follows: 1844 large cent, unattributed, about VG. On the obverse, over 
the ear is C/S "A*B" in raised letters and in a serrated box approximately 10x4 
mm. Next to it, over the 2nd star, is the C/S "GWH" in incuse letters, with an 
incuse line above and below, approximately 11x 4.5 mm. I'm not anxious to sell 
or trade the piece just yet as it is too interesting as a conversation piece. Dr. 
Lapp's article in P-W 7, pp 113-119, July, 1968, didn't list any pieces with two 
counterstamps, nor did Ken Hallenbeck's article in 4 TAMS J. 41 (1964)." 


************* 
********************************************************************** 
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FLORIDA MATERIAL :::: BUY/TRADE 

Have over 1300 different Florida trade tokens, store cards, coupons, 
chits, mirror cards, political items, transportation tokens, wooden 
nickels. Buy singles and lots. Or trade U.S. Lg 4^. If it reads 
"Florida", am interested. 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

♦ 


ALLEN CORSON, BOX 261 , LR STA., MIAMI, FL 33138 EAC#1 55;LM/ANA 

************* 


JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills, California, 90210 or 

c/o New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc., 1 W. 47th Street, New York City 

NY 10036 

WANTED: United States half cents , including: Finest Knowns, 

extreme rarities, high Condition Census specimens, true Mint 
State examples prior to 1809, and an 1 81 1 in GEM or true Unc. 

All correspondence cheerfully answered. Thank you. 
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HALF CENT QUIZ 


Mark Borckardt 

I have seen only two half cent quizzes in past issues of P-W - one by 
Roger Cohen amd the other by Johrt Cogan. I have decided to try my hand in 
preparing another such quiz for half cent specialists, and Tm looking forward 
to receiving some answers from all the half cwt bufTs out there in the ranks 
of EAC. And to you large cent collectors, you’re welcome to give it a try 
also. Good luck and have a good timel 

Please submit your answers to me, Mark Borckardt, at P.O. Box 1 1 25, 
Findlay, Ohio, 45840. 

1 . Who was the designer of the 1 7^ half cent? 

2. 1 794 was the first year that hubs were used to prepare half cent dies. What 
was included on these hubs? 

3 . Which varieties of 1 794 did not use at least one of the two hubs (obverse and 
reverse)? 

4. How many different edges are found on half cents? 

5. Several years of half cants were struck on defective cents and on out-down 
tokens. List these years and what each was struck over. 

6. Which Gilbert varieties have no equivalent in Roger Cohan's work, titled 
AMERICAN HALF CENTS? 

7. Who were the major suppliers of half cent plarichets to the U.S. Mint? 

8. All the reverse dies on half cents from 1849 to 1857 appear almost identical 
To what is this attributed? 

9. Which proof half cents struck from regular dies have a doubtful existence? 

10. How many 1811 restrikes were struck, who made them, and in what year 
were they coined? 

BONUS; The best answer to this question will be awarded one bonus fx>int. 
Reference is AMERICAN HALF CENTS by Roger S . Cohen, Jr,, page 102. 

What is an "Original" electrotype? 

Editor's Note: Mark Borckardt will report his answers and the names of those 
who participated in the next issue of P— W . The one with the highest score will 
receive 25 flannel-lined coin «^velope inserts, courtesy of P-W and Jon Hanson 
the donor . All answers should reach Mark by October 1 5 to be eligible for the 

prize. 

+ ***♦♦******* 
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half cent catalogue SALES: ADDENDA SECUNDA 


Milton B , Pfeffer 

The following is a continuation from the last issue: 

1796 G-1 , C-2. An Unc. specimen was offered by Bowers & Ruddy in their 
sale of Nov. 11-13, 1976, lot 400, said to be from England and never before 
"on the numismatic meirket". In addition, the Unc. Miles 7 was resold as 
Fenn 7 in Stack's sale of Oct. 9, 1976. 

The obverse, in its early, unbulged die state has a numeral 9 which is re- 
cut, and the bottom of it is broken, as well. The left sides of 1 , 7, and 6 also 
appear to be slightly recut (Fenn 7) . Some early state specimens are evenly 
dentilated all around, but others are weak on the right side, both obverse and 
reverse. In the late state, when the bulge appears to the left of the Cap, 1 and 
7 in the date weaken, and perhaps the corresponding reverse as well (Million 
Dollar sale 777). Also, part of the 6 starts to break (Ruby I 200). 

Finding evidence of reverse deterioration is very difficult. Since the two 
1796 varieties share the same reverse, the key to their striking sequence ought 
to be found in observable deterioration of the reverse die. Unfortunately, the 
cataloguers have not shed much light on this problem. Their comments, such 
as "reverse die sinking" or "reverse weakness", are entirely too general. 

Much finer detail is needed. Since both varieties exhibit reverse central weak- 
ness (especially ALF and NT), and since striking pressures were far from uni- 
form making comparisons difficult, broad descriptions are of no help whatsoever. 
Indeed, they may even mask the cataloguer's mobility to analyze the die state 
of the coin being offered for sale. 

Reasoning deductively, since the G-1 obverse never cracked and, at worst, 
became bulged behind the head in the late state, I cannot believe that the Mint 
would lay aside this quite sers/iceable die, and use instead the G-2 no-Pole 
obverse (itself an error), which apparently cracked straight off, and in a most 
conspicuous place - directly through the head, and from one edge of the coin to 
the other. 

It makes more sense to postulate the prior use of the G-2 obverse. It 
cracked immediately, but one may speculate that the esthetic sensibilities of 
the pressman were not easily offended by this, and the press continued in 
operation for a short while, until it became apparent that a new obverse was 
needed. At that point, the cracked G-2 obverse was taken out of the press in 
favor of the G-1 obverse. 

1796 G-2, C-1 . The obverse horizontal crack is sharper on the right them 
on the left. Quite often, the right edges of this variety, both obverse and reverse, 
are weaker than the left edges, but this seems to be related to an uneven striking 
process rather than to the die state. The Kingman 5-Miles 8 appeared again as 
Fenn 8 in Stack's sale of Oct. 9, 1976. 

1797 G-1 , C-3b. Even before the obverse die starts to bulge or break, the 
reverse cracks faintly from the rim through E of UNITED, as seen in Fenn 9 
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(Stack’s, Oct. 9, 1976), an early state specimen. The right edges of both 
sides are often weak, even in early state coins (1976 ANA Conv. sale 143; 

Penn 9). Other examples are seen where the coin is weak on top, or both on 
the top and at the right (New England Rare Coin Auctions , March 25-26, 1 977 , 
lot 574). It would seem that these weaknesses are related to the striking pro- 
cess, and not to the state of the dies. Curiously, the 1976 ANA Convention 
coin was struck on a thin flan, so that only about two-thirds of the edge lettering 
is present. 

1 797 G-2, C-3a. The obverse break starts at the chin, not the rim. The 
1 976 ANA Conv. 1 44 shows the break at the chin only, and it is as long as one 
of the dentils. 

1 797 G-3 , C-2 . There is a small piece of metal which adheres to the 
front of the throat. Is this seen in the early state coins, before the reverse 
crack over UN? I should also like to know if early strikes show the weakness 
over RTY, and in the corresponding reverse area over RICA, which later strikes 
exhibit. Some coins are described as having stronger obverses than reverses. 
Presumably, these are late state coins, where the RIGA area is not struck up. 
But it may also be the result of a weak strike causing the central reverse letters 
to be faint. 

1797 G-4, C-1 , This variety is sometimes found on a broader planchet 
than usual (Dr. G.F.E. Wilharm 1826), with wider milling. So are some C-3's. 
The break over UN starts out as a very short light crack from the right si<^e of 
the right dentil over I in UNITED. The obverse weakening in the RTY area is 
in direct response to the occurrence and deepening of the obverse cracks . Thp 
similar weakness in 1793 G-3, C-2, a different die, must have a different cause. 

The reverse weakness around HALF CENT, especially HALF, is caused by 
a shallow die. Where the strike is soft, the central lettering will be quite weak. 
Naturally, die wear worsens the problem. 

The weakness in the IGA area has a double cause. Like the central letter- 
ing, the die itself appears to be somewhat weak there. But, when the die cracks 
at the lower left, from a dentil over I in UNITED, across the tops of UN, to 2 
in the denominator, the ICA area becomes weaker yet. It is doubtful whether 
the problem resulted from the obverse shattering, since the same weakness is 
seen in 1793 G-3 where the obverse is uncracked. Hence, the relative weakness 
of the central lettering. The AG 1797 G-4 pictured in James F. Ruddy's 
PHOTOGRADE, for example, shows an apparently unbroken reverse, a very 
weak center, but a strong ICA. 

Of course, a sharply struck Unc. specimen is less apt to reveal a weak 
ICA, even when the reverse is cracked. An exaimple of this is the Gilbert plate 
coin. But a specimen that grades 10 to 12 will show the weakness from a 
distance of several feet. 

The J. B. Clemens 1812 (Oct. 22-25, 1875), resold as S .H . and H. 

Chapman 509 (Oct. 9, 1879) was graded as Unc. in both Bangs & Co. sales, but 
when Frossard catalogued it for the Bangs & Co. sale of April 3, 1880, lot 472, 
his description suggests that AU would be its appropriate grade. 
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1 800 G-1 , C-1 . OF A is weak, even in an early state specimen (Coin 
Galleries MBS, Feb. 22, 1977, lot 447). This variety is a common coin in all 
grades, including Unc. condition. There are at least four specimens over- 
struck on spoiled large cents: (1) Cottier 631 , graded Unc. by Frossardj 
(2) Coin Galleries 449, sale of Feb. 22, 1977, graded G, the large cent being 
one of the "high 8" varieties of 1798, but not the "embedded 8"; (3) an EAC 
member’s coin; and (4) a second EAC member’s coin. 

1802 G-1 , C-2. The earliest "thorn" or "spine" found on a half cent is 
seen in this variety. It is found extending from the right stem toward the final 
A in AMERICA, and is always seen, providing that the coin has been well- 
struck and there is not too much wear (Ruby I 21 ^ . Gilbert mistakenly thought 
that this feature was a break which is "sometimes" seen. I believe he was also 
mistaken in saying that this variety developed a break from the left stem end to 
the U of UNITED. The cataloguers do not confirm this. 

Spines are also found in the large cent series: 1803 S-248 and 262; 

1836 N-7; 1938 N-6, 7, and 9; and no doubt others. 

1802 G-2, C-1 . The Dr. D. C. Montgomery, Jr. 1043 was re-offered by 
Bowers and Ruddy in their Summer, 1976 Rare Coin Review, No. 26. 

1803 G-1 , C-4. Another MS60 specimen was offered in Rarcoa’s Fall/ 
Winter 1 976 list. 

1803 G-2, C-1 . When the long crack appears, the leaves on the left 
weaken. The sharpest leaves are then under CF AME. 

Tom Katman has sketched the progression of the reverse beraks, as 
follows: (1) a light break from the bottom of M in AMERICA to the right part 
Qf p in HALF; (2) the break moves to the left, touching the upper left serif of 
the first T in STATES: (3) at some point, the break reaches the rim on the 
right and also on the left, but which rim first is not known; (4) a second crack 
is seen in the form of a short break from the rim over M in AMERICA to the 
upper left serif of E in AMERICA: (5) a third break occurs, starting at a dentil 
over N in UNITED and going into EN of CENT: (6) at about the same time, the 
second break over ME extends a little into the top of R in AMERICA; and (7) 
finally, the third crack lengthens and joins up with the first long crack, meet- 
ing it between L and F of HALF, at the tops of these letters. 

It is not clear where the very first break actually starts . While examining 
lot 451 in the Coin Galleries sale of Feb. 22, 1977, I found a line, looking like 
a short break, starting from the upper right part of the F in HALF , extending a 
short distance to the right under a berry and to the branch. If this is not a die 
scratch, it would seem to be the start of the rim-to-rim break. 

Some more Unc. specimens may be added, in addition to the Coin Galleries 
451 mentioned above: T. L. Elder 2704 (Feb. 23-26, 1921) and Wayte Raymond 
1 5 (Nov. 20, 1 945). 


- 249 - 


1803 G-3, C-3. There are tl^ree more Unc. offerings to be noted: Robert 
C. Hall 1153 (T. L. Elder, Jan. 20-21 , 1933); Wayte Raymond 16 (Nov. 20, 
1945); and Rarcoa, Rare Coin List, Winter, 1975, which probably re-offers 
the same specimen which it carried in its Summer, 1975 list. 

1803 G-4, C-2. Frank Wilkinson tells me that the cud over STAT is 
actually over STATE, ending between the E and S of STATES. 

F. R. Alvord 93, a VF example, re-appeared a3 lot 1331 in French's sale 
of Oct. 28-29, 1960. Two other Alvord coins, probably lot 94 graded G and 
lot 95 graded F, turned up in two Wayte Raymond sales, namely Feb. 18, 1947 
and Nov. 20, 1945, as lot numbers 50 and 17 respectively, but without identify- 
ing their lot numbers in the Alvord sale. 

1804 G-1 , C-11 . The reverse buckling starts at the ribbon bows (1976 
ANA Conv. 154 and Fenn 13). With greater use of the die, the weakness moves 
both in an upwards direction, involving the central letters, and in a downward 
direction, engulfing the numerator. 

1804 G-2, C-13. The flaw from the E in UNITED to the fourth outside 
leaf on the left seems to be a break in the master die (like a "thorn"), and is 
therefore sharpest in the earliest state of the die, becoming gradually worn 
down with use. 

1 804 G-3, C-12. Two more Unc. offerings are to be noted: Paramount 
451 (April 29-30, 1977) and Rarcoa 3 (May 13-15, 1977). 

1804 G-4, C-10. Three more Unc. examples: Wayte Raymond 20 
(Nov. 20, 1945), and two Phil Showers examples sold by Joe Flynn Rare Coin 
Co., COIN WORLD, Dec. 29, 1976, p. 5, the first of which was described as 
Choice 3 ind with full cartwheel effect. 

1804 G-5, C-9. The B in LIBERTY is not repunched in the early state of 
the die. Frank Wilkinson described to me a MS specimen with all the fine 
cracks through LIBERTY and without the RTY break, out to the rim, but with- 
out the repunched B. Hence, that must have occurred after the light breaks 
and before the cud . 

Add these Unc. offerings: T. L. Elder 1366 (Nov. 18-20, 1920; R. C. 

Hall 1155 (T. L. Elder, Jan. 20-21 , 1933); and Wayte Raymond 21 (Nov. 20, 
1945). 

1804 G-6, C-1 . Two more Unc. offerings to record: Wayte Raymond 22 
(Nov. 20, 1845) and Rarcoa Rare Coin list, Fall/Winter, 1976. 

1804 G-7, C-8. I have a note of four more sales of Unc. specimens: 
Wayte Raymond 23 (Nov. 20, 1945); 1975 GENA sale 1 28 (Pine Tree, Nov. 
20-22, 1975); Joe Flynn Rare Coin Co., COIN WORLD, Dec. 29, 1976, p. 5; 
and T. Henry Allen 93 (Stack's, Feb. 4-5, 1977). 

1804 G-8, C-6. Add T. L. Elder 669 (Oct. 17, 1931 , "Estate Collection). 

1804 G-9, C-7. A VF specimen was offered in French's sale of the Henry 
and Allan D . Colvin half cent collection, lot 1340, Oct. 28-29, 1960, two edge 
dents, and a heavy break over OF A. 


- 250 - 


1 804 G-1 0, C-4. More examples are being found from time to time, at 
coin shows. F. R. Alvord 114, graded VG, was sold again as Wayte Raymond 
26 (Nov. 20, 1945), again graded VG, and later sold again as Henry and Allan 
D. Colvin 1341 (Frenches, Oct. 28-29, 1960), now graded G. 

1 804 G-1 1 , C-5. Add two more high-grade examples: John Work Garrett 

(Johns Hopkins Univ.) 7 (Stack’s, March 12-13, 1976), said to be ex George 
Massamore, April 25, 1883, graded EF; and Coin Galleries 457 (Feb. 22, 
1977), graded AU55 (and therefore probably the finest known), shown in a photo 
mistakenly described as lot 453, but actually picturing lot 457. 

(To be continued.) 

ROSTER OF ATTENDANCE 

The following signed the attendance record at the EAC-ANA meeting. 

There were 65 members and guests who signed in, and they represented 22 
different states, as follows: 

Mass. Denis Loring, Tom Tallarico, Matthew Lirmy (?) - name was 
not decipherable 

Conn. Garvin Goodridge, David Sonderman 

NY Vincent Alones, Ken and Nancy Gackstatter, Carmine Pizza, 

Jackson Storm 

NJ Enoch W. Blackwell; Gary, Larry, eind Stephen Blcind; 

Lloyd L. Entenmann, Bob Miller 

Penna. Jim Mace, M. B. Simons, Bob Shalowitz, Dr. Henry Stouffer 
Ohio Mark Borckardt, Gene Braig, Tom DeLorey 

Ind. Dwight Hostetler, Frank Wilkinson 

III. Donn Pearlman, Mr. and Mrs. Randall G. Schweitzer, 

Bill Smith 

Mich. Jim McGuigan, John D. and Bill Wright 
Minn. Mr. and Mrs. Dick Punchard 

Wise. Ken Bressett 

Tenn. Dan Gibson 

Ga. John Cogan, Milton Gardiner, Mike and Lynn Griffith, 

W. K. Raymond, J. Rose 
Del. Jules Reiver 

N.C. Ray Chatham, Gary Werner 

S.C. Al Philips 

Fla. C. F. Gordon, Jr.; Dr. and Mrs. M. R. Greenhouse; 

Jim Harrell; Tom Wolf; Tom Morley 
Kcinsas Gordon and Betty Wrubel, eind Tim Wrubel 
Mo. R. Tettenhorst, Eric P. Newman 

Iowa Calvin Wirt 

Neb. Mel Stark 

Calif. Jack Beymer, Del Bland, Walter Breen, Jack Collins, 

Jeffrey Oliphant, Frank Simon, David Stagg 

************* 
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EAC AT ANA, 1977 


Bob Miller 

Our EAC meeting at ANA was called to order at 7:35 P.M. on 
Wednesday, August 24, 1977 by Denis Loring. As witfT all EAC meetings, 
we began by introducing ourselves, one by one. We were then informed 
that a small display of splendid coppers was available on a front table 
for viewing after the meeting. These coppers were mostly Condition 
Census coins, and were very breath-taking, to say the least. 

Order of business included the two most asked questions: (1) when 
are the revisions of PENNY WHIMSY and the late date cents going to be 
finished? and (2) how is our financial problem? We were told that 
the revisions by Loring, Wright, and Reiver were nearing completion 
slowly. Each revisionist told us approximately where he stood in relation 
to the completion. As for the second question, John Wright said that 
our finances are better than in 1 976 and hinted that dues for 1 978 would 
not increase, but might decrease. This brought up the question of junior 
membership. John Wright noted that the by-laws on membership could 
not be amended at this time - that this matter would be discussed at the 
annual EAC meeting in Los Angeles in 1 978 . 


This brought up the question: How is the EAC meeting in Los Angeles 

shaping up? We were told that the convention site was not yet final . 


Upon completion of the business part of the meeting, Denis Loring 
and John Wright invited Walter Breen to the dais for a question-and- 
answer session for those in attendance. Questions asked of this 
knowledgeableable trio spanned the spectrum of coppers. Discussions of 
RED BCCK varieties, cents of 1793, Heads of 1835-36, planchets of 1795, 
and mint processes were only a few of the items put to the trio. 


Finally, JoPin Wright took a few minutes to explain to those guests 
present what EAC was all about. 


A little after 9 P.M, , we adjourned the meeting, only to gather 
around the many items of copper which various people had brought with 
them to show or sell. The last group of copper "nuts" left the meeting 
room just before midnight. I*m sure that everyone had a great time! 




MINUTES OF THE 1977 ANA-EAC MEETING 


The meeting was called to order in the Tara Ballroom of the Marriott 
Hotel in Atlanta, Georgia at 7:35 P.M. on August 24, 1 977 by Denis W. 
Loring, National Secretary, Approximately 70 members eind guests 
attended. Following established EAC custom, each member rose, intro- 
duced himself, and gave a short statement of his collecting interests. 


Denis Loring, John Wright, and Jules Reiver reported on the status 
of the three revision efforts . The early cent revision is scheduled for 
completion in early 1978, and the two late date revisions are now targeted 
for 1979. In addition, a thorough re-working of the large cent section of 
THE GUIDE BOOK OF UNITED STATES COINS (the RED BOOK) is 
slated for the 1 979 edition . 


Jeff Oliphant reported on the plains for the 1978 EAC annual meeting. 
The meeting will be held in Los Angeles during the weekend of the NASO 
convention, but at a different hotel. Dane Nielsen is the convention 
chairman, and Del Bland is in charge of the auction. Potention consignors 
should write to Del Bland at 7447 Hillsboro Avenue, San Ramon, 

California 94583. 


Walter Breen, John Wright, and Denis Loring conducted an open forum, 
answering members* questions on topics ranging from edge devices to 
price structures to engravers. Mike Griffith described his analysis of the 
survival of 1 793 cents . 

For the benefit of new eind potential members of EAC, John Wright gave 
a short presentation about the club - its formation, its purposes, and its 
workings. The talk was an excellent one and John signed up some new 
members that night. 


Several EACers assembled an impromptu exhibit of large cents, which 
was displayed under the watchful gaze of security chief, Roy Rauch. The 
exhibit included a color-matched type set of 1793 cents, an enlarged photo- 
graph of the Ruby "double dot" S-7, examples of the famous rarities 
S-37 and S-21 7, an amazing display of 1 795 S-73’s (four of the five finest 
non-impounded specimens), and several major error cents. 

The formal meeting was adjourned at 9 P.M. , but the participants 
lingered long thereafter, sharing cents, stories, knowledge, and enjoyment 
of the hobby. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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Denis W. Loring 
S ecretary 


EAC SIGN AT ANA 


Bob Miller made up and displayed the following sign at ANA. It may 
be of use to other members for displaying at local coin shows. 


•nTHE EARLY AMERICAN CXDPPERS CLUBS - E.A.C. Inc. 

The EAC is a non-profit organization dedicated to collectors who 
would like to increase their knowledge of our early copper coinage. 
Our bi-monthly publication, PENNY-WISE, contains articles by 
some of the most respected numismatists such as Walter Breen, 
John Wright, Denis Loring, and many more. Also in P-W is a 
swap and sale department, where bargains may be found. 

Dues are $20. per year. Your increased knowledge will be worth 
much more. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP ARE AVAILABLE HERE! 

For more information, write: 


Robert W. Miller, Sr . 
P . O . Eiox 428 
Saddle Brook, N.J. 
07662" 


Bob also had membership applications printed up as follows: 
"APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN EAC 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Referred by 
Areas of Interest 

Annual dues of $20. must be enclosed. 

Signed 


Mail to: Robert W. Miller, Sr., etc." 

ift*********** 
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* 

* BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 

* HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

* 

* 

* We have a great need for better grade Early aind Late Date large 

* cents cund half cents. Proper attributions and grading necesseiry. 

% Please bear in mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for re- 

* sale. You may ship directly to us for our offer or to our beink. 

* Write for details concerning the latter method . 

* 

* FIRST CO INVESTORS, INC. 

* 200 I. U. Willets Road 

* Albertson, New York 11507 

* 

* 

^ciif:t:ii^:!tfi)i^lt:^t^!^cilf!ti*ilf!ii*^:*4f***************************************^f****** 


:fc3|e]|c:fe3|c:{c:{e4c:|e:(::lc3|c3t: 


SPECIAL OFFER TO EAC MEMBERS 


Over the years we have been friends with many if not most EAC club 
members . Perhaps you are already acquainted with our "Rare Coin Review" 
(issued several times a year), our "special Coin Letter" (issued about ten 
times a year), and the auction catalogues produced by our division, the 
American Auction Association, Inc. If not, we would like to make this 
special offer to you: We will send you without charge or obligation of any 

kind our latest large illustrated catalogue. Each issue contains mainy 
different United States colonial coins, half cents, large cents, and other 
interesting pieces. To receive your copy simply write "send me a free 
copy of your latest catalogue per your special EAC offer " on a note or post- 
card and sent it to us. Your catalogue will be sent by return mail ! 

We are always interested in the acquisition, either for purchase or for 
sale at auction, of choice and desirable early United States coins. When 
you think of selling your collection consider us. 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc., 6922 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, CA 
90028 
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SWAPS & SALES 


WAYNE VON HARDENBERG 1 80 Wells Road Wethersfield, Conn. 06109 
FOR SALE; Half cents 


1804 

G-5 

EF40 

$75. 

1855 

C-1 

AU55 Obv.rt. stain 

$75. 

1809 

G-5 

FI 2 

25. 

1856 

C-1 

VF35 

50. 

1849 

C-1 

VF25 Rev.rgh 

32. 






Large cents 


1794 

S-28 

Fr2/1 0 

$10. 

1807 

S-273 AG3 

$10. 


S-67 

Fr3/0 

17. 

1820 

N-13 MS 60 Stars high- 


1802 

S-231 

FI 5 Por. thru 

CO 

01 

• 


lighted by orig.red. 




LIBERTY 



Rev. dark ebony 

350. 

1803 

S-255 

FI 2 

35. 

1856 

MS60 Med. brn. 

135. 


S-260 

VG8 

• 

o 

OJ 

1857 

N-1 VF35 

35. 






N-5 MS 60 

185. 



* * 

:|c >1: * 

Hi * * * 

* * * * 



1321 -31 St Avenue Greeley, Colo. 80631 

Newcomb’s U.S. LARGE CENTS 1816-1857, 1956 edition 
Like new $60. 

THOMAS S. KATMAN 3 Saxony Drive Cinnaminson, N.J. 08077 

FOR SALE; 1 803 half cent, G-1 , C-4 Good $25. 

1 804 half cent, G-6, C-1 Good 25. 

Reprints of the Alvord Half Cent sale 10. 

The following is for trade for half cent die states which I need; 

1 804 half cent, G-10, C-4 G6 

I also have about 130 different Civil War store cards, ranging 
from R1 to R7, to sell at $2.40 each. 

TOM MORLEY Box 31 82 Cocoa, FL 32922 

large CENTS: FOR SALE 

S-17a 3/1 Some rev. lamination. 2-tone brn. Strong date $125. 


S-36 G4 Granular 55. 

S-56 VF in sharpness, but evenly granular 65. 

S-187 FI 2 45. 

S-271 FI 2 Comet eclipsed, deem brown 55. 


Wanted to buy: Duplicate Naftzger 


LARRY KNEE 
FOR SALE; 
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GREG KRILL & CAM JANCEK Box 1 9532 San Diega, CA 92119 
CATALOGUES FOR SALE: 


R. E. French (1912 Mehl) with plate, fixed prices $19.50 

Bitler (1973) Large cents 7.50 

Davis Graves binding is damaged but firm 4. 

Flanagan (1944) Printed PRL 17. 

Wayte Raymond (1940) Fixed PR 3. 

Empire Review (now Bowers & Ruddy) #5, 7, 14, 15 each 2. 

REX) BOOK 11th edition 7.50 

Stack's auction (3/2/40) 3.00 




WILLIAM R.T. SMITH Box 514 Wilmette, IL 60091 (312) 256-2714 

FOR SALE: Large Cents 


1793 S-15 R7 VG10 

S-16 R6+ VG10 

1794 S-18a R7 G6 
S-19a R6 FI 2 


Ex-Stack's-TAD Sale ('Dorothy Nelson') 

Tied with the Schwartz piece 

for CC3-4 $5000. 

Ex-Brand-Proskey-Hines-Sheldon- 

Naftzger sale. Sheldon plate coin. 

Perhaps the most identifiable large 

cent of all across a room. CC4 3000. 

Ex-Wismer-Downing sale-Paschal . 

Described as VG8 in the HKD, lowered 

here due to smoothing in right obverse 

field. Extremely attractive for the 

grade. Rarest numbered 1 794. 1750. 

Ex-DNBI and-ERTush. Tied in CO 

at CC5-6. 1600. 


S-27 R6 VF20 Ex-DNBi cind-RASchuman . CC5. 

About ’’4 point better them VF20 in the 
Paschal collection. Both pieces held 
back from VF25 by small edge dings. 
Beautiful surfaces. 

S-37 R7 FI 2+ Ex-CDSmith-Bonard-Berube-VanCleave, 

The key numbered 1794. CC4 
(collectible #3) 

1795 S-73 R6- FI 5 Ex-Williams-Agnew-CSNS74. CC5-6. 

Hyphen Variety 

1797 S-132 R6 VF20 Ex-WRTS-ANA77 sale. Finest of the 

VF20’s. 

Terms available as in last issue advertisement. 


1500. 

7000. 

500. 

600 . 
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JOSEPH KANE 


P. O. Box 599 


McLean, VA 22101 


MAIL BID SALE - closes October 1 5 , 1977. No deposit. Prices 



realized to bidders. 

15 day return privilege. 

(1) 

1809 

half cent 

C-4 

Good Porous 

(2) 

1810 

half cent 


About Good at best 

(3) 

1825 

half cent 

0-1 

Good Porous 

(4) 

1798 

large cent 

S-287 

About Good 

(5) 

1803 

large cent 

S-261 

Good 6 




WILLIAM J. PARKS 1705 N. Westmoreleind Drive Orlando, FL 32804 


FOR SALE: Large Cents 


1 823/2 

N-1 

G-5 

$22.50 

1823 

N-2 

G-4 

17.50 

1823 

N-2 

F-12 

57.50 

1841 

N-2 

VF-30 

14.50 


As promised in PW #61 , this time you may take a 10% discount. 
(Don't wait too long.) 




DENIS W. LORING P.O. Box 1 61 , Back Bay Annex Boston, MA 02117 
EARLY CENTS FOR SALE: 


1812 S-291 
1839 N-4 


VF25 

VF20 


1794 S-50 G5 $100. 

1796 S-108 1 2/4 40. 

1802 S-234 VF20 100. 

Also, one Colonial: 

1785 Connecticut cent "African Head", Miller 4^ - F“^, FI 5 


$ 110 . 

14. 


$ 100 . 




T 
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